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CHOLULA MINUTA, ANEW SPECIES OF MYODOCHINI
(LYGAEOIDEA: RHYPAROCHROMIDAE) FROM JAMAICA

Luis CERVANTES PEREDO
Instituto de Ecologia, A.C., Apartado Postal 63 CP 91000, Xalapa, Veracruz, Mexico
E-mail: cervantl@ecologia.edu.mx

ABSTRACT

A new species of Cholula (Myodochini) from Jamaica is described. This represents the first
record of this genus for the Caribbean. Cholula minuta can be differentiated from other spe-
cies of the genus mainly by its size. It is one of the smallest species described to date, being
similar in size only to C. parvus, but C. minuta is unicolorous, while C. parvus has a mixture

of black, brown and white coloration.
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RESUMEN

Se describe una nueva especie de Cholula (Myodochini) de Jamaica. Esta representa el
primer registro de este género para el Caribe. Cholula minuta puede diferenciarse de otras
especies del género principalmente debido a su tamano. Es una de las especies més pe-
quenas descritas hasta ahora, es similar en tamano a C. parvus, pero C. minuta es de un solo
color, mientras que C. parvus es de una coloracién mezclada de negro, pardo y blanco.

Translation provided by author.

This paper describes a new species of Cholula
in order to make the name available for a review
of West Indian lygaeids that is in preparation by
J. A. Slater and R. Baranowski. The genus Cho-
lula includes 12 species of Neotropical distribu-
tion. None of the species has been recorded
previously from the Caribbean; six species are re-
ported from Mexico (C. bracteicola Cervantes &
Pacheco, C. irrorandus (Distant), C. lactifera
Brailovsky, C. lympha Brailovsky, C. maculatus
(Distant), and C. scapha Brailovsky), five from
Guatemala (C. bicolor Distant, C. irrorandus, C.
parvus (Distant), C. variegata Distant, and C. vi-
gens (Distant)), three from Panama (C. discoloria
Distant, C. firmus (Distant), and C. vigens), and
one from Honduras (C. parvus) (Brailovsky 1981,
Cervantes & Pacheco 2003; Distant 1882-1893).

Cholula minuta Cervantes new species
(Fig. 1)

Labium reaching anterior third of abdominal
sternite III. Head and anterior pronotal lobe dark
ochraceous; posterior pronotal lobe, scutellum,
clavus and corium pale ochraceous, with ochra-
ceous punctures. Ventral surface covered with sil-
very hairs.

Head and anterior pronotal lobe covered with
tiny decumbent silvery hairs; eyes and ocelli red-
dish brown, ocelli located very close to anterior
margin of pronotum; antennae pale brown, with
joints pale yellow; rostrum pale yellow with tip of

segment IV brown. Pronotal collar and lateral
margins of posterior pronotal lobe yellow. Prono-
tum and scutellum very densely punctuate. Ace-
tabulae creamy yellow; coxae ochraceous; femora,
tibiae and tarsi pale yellow, fore femur slightly
darker. Pro-, meso-, and metapleura pale ochra-
ceous with posterior margins pale yellow. Clavus
with three complete rows of punctures and one in-
complete row. Corium with two rows of punctures
parallel to claval suture; rest of corium with
sparse punctures; membrane translucent. Ab-
dominal venter pale ochraceous.

Head slightly declivent, wider than long. Width
across eyes greater than width across anterior an-
gles of pronotum. Tylus longer than juga. Lateral
pronotal margins sinuate. Disk of scutellum
slightly elevated. Fore femur ventrally with double
ranked spines. Evaporative area occupying less
than half of metapleuron; peritreme auriculate.

Female

Measurements in mm: Body length 3.6; head
length 0.57; width across eyes 0.95; interocular
distance 0.62; interocellar distance 0.32; postocu-
lar distance 0.02; antennal segments: I 0.22, II
0.45, IIT 0.37, IV 0.7; rostral segments: I 0.46, 11
0.52, III 0.3, IV 0.3; pronotal length 0.87, width
across humeral angles 1.32, width across anterior
margin 0.72; scutellar length 0.68, width 0.68;
hind leg: femur length 0.88, tibia length 0.96,
tarsi length: I 0.2, I1 0.07, III 0.16.

Downloaded From: https://complete.bioone.org/journals/Florida-Entomologist on 19 Apr 2024
Terms of Use: https://complete.bioone.org/terms-of-use



174 Florida Entomologist 87(2) June 2004

Fig. 1. Adult of Cholula minuta new species. The bar at the right indicates the actual size of the male. The female
is slightly larger.

Male (Holotype) distance 0.02; antennal segments: I 0.2, IT 0.4, III
0.35, IV 0.65; rostral segments: I 0.45, 11 0.48, 111

Measurements in mm: Body length 3.4; head 0.35, IV 0.3; pronotal length 0.8, width across hu-
length 0.5; width across eyes 0.85; interocular dis- meral angles 1.12, width across anterior margin
tance 0.55; interocellar distance 0.32; postocular 0.65; scutellar length 0.68, width 0.68; hind leg:
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femur length 0.82, tibia length 0.92, tarsi length:
10.12,11 0.07, 111 0.18.

Types. Holotype, 138, JAMAICA: Manchester
Parish, Mandeville, 24-VIII-1969, R.E. Woodruff,
blacklight trap (Florida State Collection of Arthro-
pods). Paratype. 1?, same locality as holotype; 23-
VIII-1960, J. Howard Frank, blacklight trap (R.
Baranowski Collection, University of Florida).

DISCUSSION

This species is similar in coloration to Cholula
lactifera and C. bracteicola, but both species are
much larger than C. minuta sp. nov. In C. bracte-
icola the rostrum reaches abdominal sternite V,
and in C. minuta it reaches only to anterior third of
abdominal sternite III. In C. lactifera antennal seg-
ment IIT is pale ochraceous; in C. bracteicola the
distal fourth of this segment is dark ochraceous,
while in C. minuta all antennal segments are pale
brown. The hemelytral membrane is transparent
in C. minuta and in C. bracteicola, while in C. lac-
tifera it has a milky appearance. Cholula minuta is
one of the smallest species described to date, being
similar in size only to C. parvus, but C. minuta is
unicolorous, while C. parvus has a mixture of
black, brown, and white coloration.

Recent sampling in Mexico has shown that
several species of Cholula are arboreal, and are

175

associated with figs, so probably C. minuta is also
associated with figs in the Caribbean. Cholula
minuta, as well as other species in the genus, is
attracted to light.
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