
Peregrine Falcon Survival and Resighting Frequencies
on the Washington Coast, 1995-2003

Authors: Varland, Daniel E., Powell, Larkin A., Kenney, Mary Kay, and
Fleming, Tracy L.

Source: Journal of Raptor Research, 42(3) : 161-171
Published By: Raptor Research Foundation

URL: https://doi.org/10.3356/JRR-04-54.1

BioOne Complete (complete.BioOne.org) is a full-text database of 200 subscribed and open-access titles
in the biological, ecological, and environmental sciences published by nonprofit societies, associations,
museums, institutions, and presses.

Your use of this PDF, the BioOne Complete website, and all posted and associated content indicates your
acceptance of BioOne’s Terms of Use, available at www.bioone.org/terms-of-use.

Usage of BioOne Complete content is strictly limited to personal, educational, and non - commercial use.
Commercial inquiries or rights and permissions requests should be directed to the individual publisher as
copyright holder.

BioOne sees sustainable scholarly publishing as an inherently collaborative enterprise connecting authors, nonprofit
publishers, academic institutions, research libraries, and research funders in the common goal of maximizing access to
critical research.

Downloaded From: https://complete.bioone.org/journals/Journal-of-Raptor-Research on 18 Apr 2024
Terms of Use: https://complete.bioone.org/terms-of-use



THE JOURNAL OF RAPTOR RESEARCH
A QUARTERLY PUBLICATION OF THE RAPTOR RESEARCH FOUNDATION, INC.

VOL. 42 SEPTEMBER 2008 NO. 3

J. Raptor Res. 42(3):161–171

E 2008 The Raptor Research Foundation, Inc.

PEREGRINE FALCON SURVIVAL AND RESIGHTING FREQUENCIES
ON THE WASHINGTON COAST, 1995–2003

DANIEL E. VARLAND1

Rayonier, 3033 Ingram Street, Hoquiam, WA 98550 U.S.A.

LARKIN A. POWELL
School of Natural Resources, 419 Hardin Hall, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE 68583 U.S.A.

MARY KAY KENNEY2

6811 Cooper Point Road NW, Olympia, WA 98502 U.S.A.

TRACY L. FLEMING
2516 NE 148th Street, Vancouver, WA 98686 U.S.A.

ABSTRACT.—We estimated survival for Peregrine Falcons (Falco peregrinus) in beach-dune habitat along the
Washington coast. We captured and color-banded 76 Peregrine Falcons during 438 surveys by vehicle on
three coastal beaches in Washington from January 1995 to May 2003. We captured 45 females and 31 males;
68% (52) were ,1 yr old and 32% (24) were $1 yr old. Based primarily on photographs (N 5 72) showing
plumage coloration, 76% (N 5 55) of the individuals captured were F. p. pealei, 7% (N 5 5) were F. p.
anatum, 3% (N 5 2) were F. p. tundrius, and 14% (N 5 10) showed intermediate characteristics and could
not be identified to subspecies. Thirty-nine (51%) of the color-banded individuals were observed alive at
least once after banding. Using program MARK, we estimated that the apparent survival rate (W) for all age
and sex classes over a 3-mo interval was 87.9 6 2.0% (6SE) and the annual survival rate was 59.7 6 5.4%.
We found relatively high use of the study areas by peregrines in fall, winter, and spring, and low use in
summer. Resighting probabilities (P) were lower in summer compared with other seasons. During fall,
winter, and spring, the 3-mo resighting probability (P) was 45.4 6 7.9% for juveniles, 35.9 6 5.0% for adult
females, and 16.7 6 4.5% for adult males.

KEY WORDS: Peregrine Falcon; Falco peregrinus; apparent survival; banding; mark-recapture model; resighting
probability; survival.

SUPERVIVENCIA DE FALCO PEREGRINUS Y FRECUENCIA DE REAVISTAMIENTOS EN LA COSTA DE
WASHINGTON, 1995–2003

RESUMEN.—Estimamos la supervivencia del halcón Falco peregrinus en el hábitat de playa-duna a lo largo de
la costa de Washington. Capturamos y marcamos con anillos de color a 76 halcones durante 438 censos
realizados con vehı́culo en tres playas costeras en Washington desde enero de 1995 a mayo de 2003.
Capturamos 45 hembras y 31 machos; 68% (52) tuvieron ,1 año de edad y 32% (24) tuvieron $1 año
de edad. Principalmente con base en fotografı́as (N 5 72) de la coloración del plumaje, 76% (N 5 55) de
los individuos capturados fueron F. p. pealei, 7% (N 5 5) fueron F. p. anatum, 3% (N 5 2) fueron F. p.
tundrius y 14% (N 5 10) mostraron caracterı́sticas intermedias y no pudieron ser identificados a nivel de
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subespecie. Treinta y nueve (51%) de los individuos anillados fueron observados vivos por lo menos una vez
luego de ser anillados. Usando el programa MARK, estimamos que la tasa de supervivencia aparente (W)
para todas las clases de edad y sexo, para un intervalo de tres meses, fue de 87.9 6 2.0% (6EE) y que la tasa
de supervivencia anual fue de 59.7 6 5.4%. Encontramos que los halcones hacen un uso relativamente alto
del área de estudio en otoño, invierno y primavera, y un uso bajo en verano. Las probabilidades de
reavistamiento (P) fueron bajas en verano comparadas con las de otras estaciones. Durante otoño, invierno
y primavera, la probabilidad de reavistamiento (P) en un lapso de tres meses fue de 45.4 6 7.9% para los
juveniles, 35.9 6 5.0% para las hembras adultas y 16.7 6 4.5% para los machos adultos.

[Traducción del equipo editorial]

Peregrine Falcons (Falco peregrinus) frequent the
coastal beaches of North America and Mexico during
migration and in winter (e.g., Washington: Anderson
et al. 1988; Mexico: McGrady et al. 2002; Texas: Hunt
et al. 1975; Maryland/Virginia: Ward et al. 1988).
Coastal beaches have a combination of unobstructed
airspace preferred for hunting by peregrines (Beebe
1974) and abundant shorebirds and other avian spe-
cies to serve as prey (Hunt et al. 1975, Enderson et al.
1995, Buchanan 1996). In this habitat, research on
peregrines has been conducted on migration (Hunt
et al. 1975, Titus et al. 1988, Ward et al. 1988), hunting
behavior (Hunt et al. 1975, Buchanan 1996, Enderson
et al. 1995), habitat selection (Hunt and Ward 1988),
and activity in wintering areas (Enderson et al. 1995,
McGrady et al. 2002, Juergens 2003). Fidelity of beach
use in winter and spring has been observed in pere-
grines monitored by radiotelemetry (Hunt and Ward
1988, Enderson et al. 1995, McGrady et al. 2002, Juer-
gens 2003); however, these studies were of short dura-
tion (1–2 seasons) with sample sizes of 7–15 individu-
als. Additionally, none of these studies reported on
peregrine survival, a fundamental demographic pa-
rameter important to species conservation and man-
agement. Only in the last decade was the Peregrine
Falcon removed from the U.S. Endangered Species
List (Swem 1994, Mesta 1999). In the state of Wash-
ington, peregrines were removed from the state en-
dangered species list in 2002, but are still classified as
a ‘‘sensitive’’ species (Washington Department of Fish
and Wildlife 2008).

In 1995, we began banding Peregrine Falcons on
coastal beaches in Washington. Our objectives were
to: (1) document occurrence by subspecies type of
Peregrine Falcon in coastal beach habitat, (2) doc-
ument fidelity of beach use by marked individuals
across seasons and years, and (3) estimate survival
and resighting rates.

STUDY AREA AND METHODS

We conducted this study at three beaches in west-
ern Washington: Ocean Shores, Grayland, and

Long Beach (Fig. 1). These beaches contain unveg-
etated, fine-grained sand with scattered driftwood
and other debris deposited by tidal action (Buchan-
an 1996, Buchanan et al. 2001). The beaches are
bordered on the east by sand dunes vegetated with
European beach grass (Ammophila arenaria), other
grasses, herbaceous plants, and shrubs (Buchanan
et al. 2001). This habitat makes up about 40% of the
outer coastlines of Washington and Oregon (Bu-
chanan et al. 2001).

Borders of the three study areas extended from
the inter-tidal beaches west to 100 m over the Pacif-
ic Ocean and east to the eastern edge of the sand
dunes (Fig. 1). The 14-km2 Ocean Shores study area
extended 23.5 km northward from Grays Harbor
(46u55.679N, 124u10.449W) to the Copalis River
(47u8.239N, 124u11.189W), and the 5-km2 Grayland
study area extended northward 11.3 km from the
Warrenton-Cannery Road beach access (46u44.799N,
124u5.739W) to ca. 200 m south of the Bonge Avenue
beach access (46u50.829N, 124u6.689W). The 26-km2

Long Beach study area extended 39.0 km north from
North Head (46u18.379N, 124u4.379W) to the end of
the Long Beach Peninsula (46u39.249, 124u3.469W).

One to four experienced observers surveyed each
study area for Peregrine Falcons from January 1995 to
May 2003. Observers conducted surveys by 4-wheel-
drive vehicle driven approximately 30 km/hr along
the beach. Mean survey start time was 0733 H (N 5

441; SE 5 6 min; range 5 0530–1930 H), mean end
time was 0948 H (N 5 400; SE 5 8 min; range 5

0650–2030 H) and mean survey duration was 2 hr
15 min (N 5 400; SE 5 4 min; range 5 28 min–
9 hr 2 min). Surveys were conducted in all seasons,
here defined according to the meteorological defini-
tion of seasons for the northern hemisphere: fall:
Sep–Nov; winter: Dec–Feb; spring: Mar–May; and
summer: Jun–Aug. Surveys generally were not con-
ducted when visibility was poor (,100 m), during
high winds (sustained $32 km/hr) or when beach
travel was unsafe due to high surf or tide or soft sand.
Whenever we saw peregrines, we attempted to trap
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Figure 1. Survey transects (indicated by black lines) for Peregrine Falcons on three coastal beaches, Ocean Shores,
Grayland, and Long Beach, in western Washington, U.S.A.
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and band them or to resight individuals that were
previously color-banded. We attempted to retrap col-
or-banded individuals once each year to obtain blood
and feather samples for research objectives other
than those reported here.

Capturing and Banding. We captured Peregrine
Falcons with a harnessed Rock Pigeon (Columba li-
via; N 5 75) or phai trap (N 5 1; Bloom 1987). Each
peregrine was fitted with a U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS) band on one leg and an AcraftH color-cod-
ed alphanumeric band (Edmonton, Alberta, Can-
ada) on the other. Beginning in 1999, we used
anodized USGS bands (blue or red) and right/left
leg combinations to assist in identifying the bander
(DEV and MKK placed anodized bands on the right
leg; TLF placed them on the left) and the beach
where banding occurred. We could read the alpha-
numeric codes on the color bands with a spotting
scope up to 150 m away; nearly all resightings were
made at much closer distances. We defined a re-
sighting as the identification of an individual pere-
grine by reading the alphanumeric code on its color
band with a spotting scope or with the bird in hand
at recapture.

From 1995–98, we fitted all peregrines with black-
above-blue (black/blue) color bands. Starting in
1999, we adopted the international protocol for per-
egrine banding in North America (USGS 2008), us-
ing black/blue color bands (for migrating and win-
tering individuals) on peregrines that appeared to
be of the anatum or tundrius subspecies and green
color bands on the pealei subspecies. We used black/
blue bands when subspecies was uncertain. We pho-
tographed 72 of the 76 individuals captured; final
determinations on subspecies were made by exami-
nations of these photographs in comparison to sub-
species information in Clark and Wheeler (1987,
2001), and in two cases, in combination with mea-
surements (wing chord, culmen, cranium). Because
of the difficulty in clearly identifying subspecies, we
refer to the occurrence of subspecies-type (i.e., F. p.
pealei-type, F. p. anatum-type, and F. p. tundrius-type)
as suggested by plumage and measurements.

We assumed that captured peregrines hatched in
May. Thus, we assigned peregrines to one of four
nonexclusive age classes based on their molt condi-
tion (Hunt et al. 1975, White et al. 2002) and time
of year captured: ,1 yr, 1 yr, $1 yr, or $2 yr.

We used a chi-square test to determine if the pro-
portion of peregrines banded by age and sex varied
by season. We collapsed the data into two age classes
(,1 yr and $1 yr), and excluded the summer sea-

son due to the limited sample size. We also deter-
mined whether the proportion of resighted pere-
grines, from our banded sample, varied by season.
We examined the Ocean Shores and Long Beach
study areas separately. We were unable to do so
for Grayland because of the small number of birds
resighted there. For both analyses, chi-square test
results were the same whether data from study areas
were analyzed separately or pooled; consequently,
we present results only from the pooled tests. One
peregrine (bird 4/D) made up 29% (N 5 61) of the
resightings. At Ocean Shores where bird 4/D was
observed, we ran chi-square tests with and without
resightings of this individual. Because chi-square re-
sults remained the same (among beaches, with vs.
without bird 4/D), we pooled the data for the three
study areas and included bird 4/D in the analysis.

Fidelity of Beach Use. We defined fidelity of
beach use as a resighting of a marked individual
on the beach where it was banded $1 d after it
was captured.

Apparent Survival. We used mark-recapture meth-
ods to estimate apparent survival, the likelihood
that an animal survived and did not emigrate (Dins-
more and Johnson 2005). We used a Cormack-Jolly-
Seber (C-J-S) mark-recapture model for our survival
analysis (Pollock et al. 1990, Williams et al. 2002)
following standard procedures in program MARK
(White and Burnham 1999); thus, our C-J-S analysis
could not distinguish mortality from permanent
emigration (Pollock et al. 1990). We estimated ap-
parent survival rates (W, the probability that animal
remained alive on the study site during the time
interval) and resighting probabilities (P, the proba-
bility that an animal would be detected during the
time interval, if it remained alive on the study site)
for each of the 35, 3-mo observation periods from
January 1995 to May 2003. We constructed capture
histories for individuals we banded (N 5 76) that
were within and outside our study areas and individ-
uals banded by other researchers (N 5 4) that we
observed on our study areas. Based on MARK pro-
gram terminology, our analysis actually estimates
‘‘recapture’’ probability. However, most of our ‘‘re-
captures’’ were actually resightings of marked pere-
grines. Therefore, we used the ‘‘recapture’’ proba-
bility value as an estimate of the probability of
resighting a marked bird during a 3-mo time inter-
val.

We assessed the goodness-of-fit of our data to the
model structure using program MARK’s bootstrap
goodness-of-fit simulation procedure. We compared
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the deviance of our best model to the range of de-
viances from 100 simulations; the goodness-of-fit P-
value was calculated by determining the percentage
of simulated deviances that exceed the deviance
from our data (Cooch and White 2006).

We used Akaike’s Information Criterion (AIC) to
distinguish among alternate models in program
MARK (Burnham and Anderson 2002; Table 1).
We considered 23 models that included sex-specific,
age-specific, time-specific (e.g., allowing estimates of
survival and resighting probability to vary over each
of the 3-mo observation periods) and season-specif-
ic survival and recapture probabilities (White and
Burnham 1999). We used an AIC corrected for
smaller samples sizes (Burnham and Anderson
2002); the model with the smallest AICc value was
selected as the best model. However, when alternate
models had small differences in AICc scores (DAICc

of ,2.0) we used the principle of parsimony to se-
lect the models with fewer parameters (Burnham
and Anderson 2002). Because models with DAICc

of ,2.0 could be considered reasonable (Burnham
and Anderson 2002), we used confidence intervals
to test for differences between parameters (e.g., sex-
specific survival rates) with DAICc of ,2.0. We tested
for differences in survival rate among the 3-mo ob-
servation periods and among years. We calculated a
12-mo survival estimate by raising the 3-mo survival
rate estimate (W; Table 1, model 1) to the 4th power
after analyses revealed no differences in survival
rates among seasons (summer [S] 95% C.I., WS:
0.66–0.95; fall-winter-spring [FWSp] C.I., WFWSp:
0.78–0.94; Table 1, model 6).

To determine the effect of the bird banded with
band 4/D on our estimates of survival and resighting

estimates, we compared survival and resighting esti-
mates with bird 4/D and without bird 4/D in the sam-
ple. With bird 4/D, the overall (all age- and sex-classes,
pooled across all seasons) 3-mo survival was 0.879
(95% C.I. 5 0.834–0.914); with bird 4/D removed, this
estimate was 0.863 (95% C.I. 5 0.812–0.903). With
bird 4/D, the overall 3-mo resighting probability was
0.279 (95% C.I. 5 0.22–0.34). With bird 4/D removed
from the analyses, the resighting probability rate
dropped slightly to 0.255 (95% C.I. 5 0.19–0.33). Be-
cause these differences were not significant, we includ-
ed bird 4/D in all subsequent analyses.

We tested whether there were sex- or age-specific
differences in survival and resighting estimates,
based on two age classes at capture: juvenile
(,1 yr old; N 5 52) and adult ($1 yr old; N 5

24). The sample of older-aged peregrines included
9 individuals that were 1 yr old at capture, 10 that
were $1 yr old and five that were $2 yr old. Twenty-
two (42.3%) juveniles entered the study cohort dur-
ing the fall, 21 (40.4%) juveniles entered in the
winter, and nine (17.3%) entered in the spring.
Our age-structured model dictated that juveniles
were classified as adults when they entered their
second summer season. All means are expressed
as x̄ 6 1 SE.

RESULTS

We conducted 438 surveys from January 1995 to
May 2003; 71% (N 5 310) were on the Ocean
Shores study area, 22% (N 5 98) were on the Long
Beach study area and 7% (N 5 30) were on the
Grayland study area. The mean number of surveys
annually was 34.4 6 0.7 (range 5 16–52) at Ocean
Shores, 10.9 6 0.8 (range 5 4–25) at Long Beach,

Table 1. Alternate models and model selection statistics considered for estimating survival and recapture rates of
Peregrine Falcons captured and banded in western Washington, January 1995–May 2003. Each model resulted in
estimates of 3-mo apparent survival (W) and recapture (p) rates during Fall, Winter, Spring (FWSp) and Summer (S).
Age and sex classes were adult (A), juvenile (J), male (M), female (F), or pooled (.). Only models with AIC weights .0.01
are shown; 15 other models with combinations of time-, age-, and sex-specific parameters were considered.

MODEL MODEL STRUCTURE AICc DAICc wi ka

1 W(.)pFWSp(J,AM,AF)pS(.) 502.9 0.0 0.350 5
2 W(J,A)pFWSp(J,AM,AF)pS(.) 503.8 0.9 0.227 6
3 W(J,A)pFWSp(J,AM,AF)pS(J, A) 504.1 1.2 0.190 7
4 W(M,F)pFWSp(J,AM,AF)pS(.) 505.0 2.1 0.125 6
5 W(.)pFWSp(.)pS(.) 506.8 3.9 0.051 3
6 WFWSp(.)QS(.)pFWSp(.)pS(.) 508.9 5.9 0.018 4
7 W(.)p(J,AM,AF) 509.4 6.5 0.014 4
8 W(J,A)p(J,AM,AF) 509.8 6.8 0.012 5

a k 5 the number of parameters estimated by each model.
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and 4.3 6 0.4 (range 5 1–8) at Grayland. However,
few surveys were conducted at Long Beach and
Grayland in comparison with Ocean Shores in the
earlier years of the study (1995–98: Grayland, N 5 5;
Long Beach, N 5 20; Ocean Shores, N 5 140). We
conducted 30% (N 5 133) of our surveys in fall,
26% (N 5 114) in winter, 32% (N 5 138) in spring
and 12% (N 5 53) in summer. Most of the surveys
conducted in summer were done between 1997 and
2000 (45 of 52, 87%) and 71% (N 5 37) of all
summer surveys were at Ocean Shores, where we
did 3–4 surveys each mo during that time period.

We color-banded (hereafter, banded) 76 individ-
uals, 48.7% (N 5 37) at Ocean Shores, 46.0% (N 5

35) at Long Beach, and 5.3% (N 5 4) at Grayland.
We banded 34.2% (N 5 26) of all individuals in the
fall, 34.2% (N 5 26) in winter, 26.3% (N 5 20) in

spring, and 5.3% (N 5 4) in summer. The propor-
tion of peregrines banded by season was similar to
the percentage of surveys by season (x2 5 5.2, P 5

0.158, df 5 3; Fig. 2).
Most of the peregrines we banded were F. p. pealei-

type; 76% (N 5 55) of individuals were this subspe-
cies type, 7% (N 5 5) were F. p. anatum-type, 3% (N
5 2) were F. p. tundrius-type, and 14% (N 5 10)
showed intermediate characteristics and were unde-
termined as to subspecies type. We captured 45 fe-
males and 31 males and the proportion of each sex
banded did not vary by season (x2 5 0.84, P 5 0.66,
df 5 2; Table 2). Of the 76 peregrines caught, 68%
were ,1 yr of age and 32% were $1 yr, but the sex
ratio differed between age classes; 63% (N 5 33) of
trapped peregrines ,1 yr of age were females, com-
pared to 50% (N 5 12) of the birds $1 yr old. The
percentage of peregrines banded by age class varied
by season, with young birds making up a greater
percentage of the birds captured in fall and winter
(.80%) than in spring (45%, x2 5 10.32, P , 0.01,
df 5 2; Table 2).

Resightings and Recoveries. We observed 51% (N
5 76) of the Peregrine Falcons we banded alive at
least once after banding, including 60% (N 5 52) of
those banded at ,1 yr old and 33% (N 5 24) of
those at $1 yr old. Of 211 resightings, 130 were at
Ocean Shores (N 5 21 falcons), 46 were at Long
Beach (N 5 17 falcons), 19 were at Grayland (N 5 3
falcons), and 16 were off the study areas (N 5 8
falcons). We made 175 observations of banded per-
egrines (N 5 37) on the study areas during project
surveys. An additional 20 observations (N 5 7 fal-
cons) were made on the beaches by biologists and
banders not participating in the research effort. In-
dividuals were resighted a mean of 5.0 6 0.6 (range
5 1–61; N 5 42) times. One peregrine (bird 4/D)

Figure 2. Percentage of Peregrine Falcons banded (N 5

76) by season and percentage resighted (N 5 33) by sea-
son in relation to the frequency of beach surveys by season,
January 1995–May 2003. Data from Ocean Shores, Long
Beach, and Grayland beaches were pooled.

Table 2. Percent, by sex, age and season of Peregrine Falcons captured and banded (N 5 76) at Ocean Shores,
Grayland, and Long Beach study area beaches on coastal Washington, Jan 1995–May 2003.

FALL

SEP–NOV

% (N )

WINTER

DEC–FEB

% (N )

SPRING

MAR–MAY

% (N )

SUMMER

JUN–AUG

% (N )
TOTAL

% (N )

Sex
Female 53.8 (14) 65.4 (17) 55.0 (11) 75 (3) 59.2 (45)
Male 46.2 (12) 34.6 (9) 45.0 (9) 25 (1) 40.8 (31)

Agea

,1 yr 84.6 (22) 80.8 (21) 45.0 (9) 0.0 (0) 68.4 (52)
$1 yr 15.4 (4) 19.2 (5) 55.0 (11) 100.0 (4) 31.6 (24)

a Age determination was based on stage of molt at capture. Individuals were assumed to have hatched in May of birth year.
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was resighted more than any other individual (29%
of 211 resightings). Resighting frequency varied by
season. Proportionally fewer resightings of birds we
banded occurred on surveys in summer and fall
than on surveys in winter and spring (x2 5 37.2, P
, 0.001, df 5 3; Fig. 2).

Of the banded peregrines that were observed off
the study areas, two birds banded at Ocean Shores
were found nesting, one on a cliff in western Wash-
ington east of Ocean Shores and another on a cliff
1000 km north on Langara Island in British Colum-
bia (W. Nelson pers. comm.).

Three of the peregrines we banded were found
dead, all of unknown causes. One was found on the
Ocean Shores study area (banded at Grayland), one
at Cannon Beach, Oregon (banded at Ocean
Shores), and one at Newport, Oregon (banded at
Ocean Shores).

We observed four peregrines on our study area
beaches that had been banded as nestlings by other
researchers. Three were banded in the San Juan
Islands, Washington (112, 379, and 529 d from
banding to observation; B. Anderson pers. comm.),
and one was banded along the lower Columbia Riv-
er in Oregon (124 d from banding to observation; J.
Pagel pers. comm.).

Beach Use Fidelity. Within seasons and across
seasons and years, peregrines of both sexes and four
age classes showed fidelity of beach use (Fig. 3). Of
31 individuals resighted on $1 occasions on the
same beach where they were banded, 54.8% (N 5

17) were observed again during the fall-winter-
spring period that they were banded or during
one other, 29.0% (N 5 9) were resighted in two
fall-winter-spring periods, 12.9% (N 5 4) were
resighted in 3–4 of these periods, and one, bird
4/D, was resighted in seven periods (Fig. 3). Pere-
grines 9/8 and 4/K were observed on .1 occasion
in summer and also during fall-winter-spring peri-
ods (Fig. 3).

Among the 31 peregrines showing beach fidelity,
three were resighted on one of the other two study
area beaches on .1 occasion. Three peregrines did
not exhibit fidelity of beach use; they were never
observed on the beach where they were banded,
but were observed on one of the other study area
beaches.

Resighting Frequencies. Estimates of resighting
probability (P) were highest for juveniles (pFWSp 5

45.4 6 7.9%) and lowest for adult males (pFWSp 5

16.7 6 4.5%; Table 1, model 1). Estimates did not
vary over time, but instead were a function of the

study season. In fact, the top six models in our model
comparison incorporated variation in resighting fre-
quencies by season (models 1–6, Table 1). The model
that best fit the data (model 1, Table 1) in resighting
probability (P) suggested that birds of all age and sex
classes had similar resighting rates during the sum-
mer; resighting frequency was lower in the summer (P
5 9.9%, 63.9%) than during all other seasons com-
bined. During other seasons, juveniles (45.4 6 7.9%)
and adult females (35.9 6 5.0%) had higher resight-
ing frequencies than adult males (16.7 6 4.5%). Mod-
els, such as model 1, with age and sex-specific resight-
ing frequencies fit the data better than models with
constant resighting frequency (comparison with no-
age model: DAICc 5 6.9; comparison with no-sex
model: DAICc 5 7.0). The simplest model we tested,
W(.)p(.), was ranked 23 of 23 models (DAICc 5 17.9,
wi , 0.001; the top models with DAICc , 2.0 each
incorporated variation in resighting rates among sea-
son and age/sex groups (Table 1). The pooled, 3-mo
resighting frequency for all age and sex classes during
fall, winter, and spring was 32.4 6 3.5% (model 5,
Table 1).

Apparent Survival. Apparent survival estimates
did not vary by season, time, age- or sex-class, or
study area. Model selection, based on AICc (Ta-
ble 1), indicated that the best model (model 1) in-
corporated pooled survival estimates (W3mo 5

87.9% 6 2.0%). The best model varied significantly
from the simplest model we tested, W(.)p(.). How-
ever, all differences were due to variation in resight-
ing frequencies among groups; the survival param-
eter in the W(.)p(.) model was the same as our top
model, with pooled survival (Table 1). The annual
apparent survival estimate for all age and sex classes,
as extrapolated from the 3-mo estimate was 59.7%
(65.4%). Goodness-of-fit simulations showed that
our mark-recapture data met the assumptions of
mark-recapture analysis (P 5 0.50).

Although survival did not vary significantly by
age- or sex-class, models with considerable weight
incorporated age- or sex-specific survival rates
(models 2–4, Table 1). The best model with age-
specific survival rates (model 2, Table 1) estimated
that the 3-mo survival for adults was about 7%
higher (89.4%, 95% C.I. 5 84.0%–93.1%) than
that for juveniles (82.6%, 95% C.I. 5 69.6%–
90.7%). The 95% C.I.’s for adult and juvenile sur-
vival rate estimates overlap, supporting our selec-
tion of model 1 (Table 1) as the best model, with-
out age-specific survival rates. Similarly, survival
estimates for male and female peregrine were
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almost identical; the best model with sex-specific
survival (model 4, Table 1) estimated survival for
males as 88.9% (95% C.I. 5 79.3%–94.4%) and
87.6% for females (95% C.I. 5 82.1%–91.5).

DISCUSSION

Our surveys represent snapshots of Peregrine Fal-
con use of the study areas through time, so we do
not know the full extent to which individuals used
these areas for wintering or as short-term stopover
places in winter or on migration. Still, our observa-
tions demonstrate fidelity of beach use by pere-
grines of both sexes and a range of ages across sea-
sons and years. The relatively low frequency of
peregrine bandings and resightings in summer
compared to fall, winter, and spring (Fig. 3) is not
surprising, given that the coastal beach-dune habitat
in our study areas lack adjacent cliffs or other po-
tential nest sites for breeding.

We documented use of the Washington beaches
by all three of the currently recognized North Amer-
ican subspecies. Our method of subspecies determi-
nation, using plumage coloration and measure-
ments, may have resulted in some incorrect
subspecies designations. However, we banded a sim-
ilar percentage of F. p. pealei-type (76%; N 5 55) as
did Anderson and colleagues working on Washing-
ton’s outer coast from 1984–1986 and using the
same approach to identify subspecies (73% F. p.
pealei, 27% unknown subspecies, N 5 22 total; An-
derson et al. 1988). Brown et al. (2007) found
strong genetic differentiation of F. p. pealei from F.
p. tundrius and F. p. anatum, but no differentiation
between tundrius and anatum; they recommended
that F. p. tundrius be subsumed into F. p. anatum.
We suggest our findings be interpreted broadly as
indicating that approximately three of four pere-
grines we captured were F. p. pealei, originating on
the Pacific Northwest coast. The others originated
on the coast or east and north to the Arctic tundra
(Varland et al. 2008).

Sex and Age. We caught fewer males (41%) than
females (59%), perhaps because of behavioral dif-
ferences between the sexes. Other studies involving
capture of peregrines on coastal beaches using pi-
geons as lures also have reported more females cap-
tured (Ward and Berry 1972, Hunt et al. 1975, Juer-
gens 2003), suggesting a trap response favoring
females (Hunt et al. 1975). However, Anderson et
al. (1988) caught more males (64%, N 5 14) than
females on the Washington coast during fall and
spring banding on the Long Beach Peninsula and

at Cape Flattery using pigeons as lures; however,
their sample size was small (N 5 22).

Our higher estimate of resighting probability (P)
for banded adult females (36%) compared to adult
males (17%) also suggests that males, even when
present, were not as likely to be seen. Adult males
may have been more wary or more active (i.e., less
time perching) on the study areas than females,
making them harder to detect and/or identify.

Apparent Survival. We estimated that the annual
apparent survival rate was 59.7%, but given that our
study areas were apparently not used by peregrines
year-round, some proportion of birds assumed to
have died likely emigrated permanently instead.
Some of the peregrines we marked during winter,
for example, may have elected to remain on their
breeding territories in subsequent winters. Adult
Peregrine Falcons have been documented overwin-
tering near their eyries in British Columbia (Lan-
gara Island, W. Nelson pers. comm.; Vancouver Is-
land, E. McClaren pers. comm.).

Our estimate of apparent annual survival
(59.7%), which includes both juvenile (,1 yr old)
and adult ($1 yr old) peregrines, was intermediate
between estimates of annual survival for these two
age classes from other studies. The overall survival
for first-year birds in mid- and south-coast regions of
California was 33% (Kauffman et al. 2003), which
included a survival estimate of 65% for peregrines
fledging from urban areas, and 28% for peregrines
fledging from rural areas. Second-year and adult
survival rate of peregrines in California was 86%,
which is similar to adult survival estimates from oth-
er portions of their range (White et al. 2002, Kauff-
man et al. 2003). Annual return rates (survivorship
rates) for breeders on Langara Island, coastal Brit-
ish Columbia, was 63% for females and 74% for
males (Nelson 1990).

There were many cases in which peregrines went
undetected for long periods in our study areas be-
fore they were eventually resighted alive, suggesting
that their home ranges far exceeded the sizes of our
study areas or that they were undetected even when
present. Indeed, winter home ranges of peregrines
have been documented to have a mean size of
169 km2 (McGrady et al. 2002), more than six times
the size of Long Beach, our largest study area
(26 km2).

Our survival estimate is the first reported for Per-
egrine Falcons in a coastal beach environment. This
estimate may be compared to peregrine survival es-
timates from other areas or to estimates from our
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study area in the future. Although the apparent sur-
vival rate we report underestimates true survival be-
cause of emigration, it provides baseline informa-
tion useful in monitoring the status of this species
of conservation concern on the Washington coast,
and yields information unattainable through survey
count data alone (van Horne 1983).

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Thanks to C. Anderson who taught D. Varland how to
capture peregrines, and to the Washington State Parks
and Recreation Commission for allowing research access
to the beaches. M. Gustafson, at the time of this study
with the USGS Bird Banding Lab, provided valuable in-
sight and assistance with color-banding and also facilitat-
ed permits. We also greatly appreciate the field assistance
of S. Tomlinson, D. Moore, T. McBride, B. Davies, J.
Bauder, and M. Zaremba. We thank B. Wheeler and C.
White for their assistance in identifying peregrines to
subspecies by plumage. Thanks to V. Molenaar for work-
ing with us to develop and maintain the project database.
J. Enderson, D. Dekker, S. Horton, J. Buchanan, B. Lin-
khart and two anonymous reviewers provided valuable
comments on earlier drafts of this manuscript and J. Bu-
chanan also contributed to fieldwork. Thanks to Rayonier
for providing financial support. This paper is a contribu-
tion of the University of Nebraska Agricultural Research
Division, Lincoln, NE, Journal Series No. 14574. This re-
search was supported in part by funds provided through
the Hatch Act.

LITERATURE CITED

ANDERSON, C.M., D.G. ROSENEAU, B.J. WALTON, AND P.J.
BENTE. 1988. New evidence of a peregrine migration
on the west coast of North America. Pages 507–516 in
T.J. Cade, J.H. Enderson, C.G. Thelander, and C.M.
White [EDS.], Peregrine Falcon populations: their man-
agement and recovery. The Peregrine Fund, Boise, ID
U.S.A.

BEEBE, F.L. 1974. Field studies of the falconiformes of Brit-
ish Columbia: vultures, hawks, falcons, eagles. British
Columbia Prov. Mus. Occas. Pap. No. 17, British Co-
lumbia Prov. Mus., Victoria, BC Canada.

BLOOM, P.H. 1987. Capture and handling raptors. Pages
99–123 in B.A. Giron Pendleton, B.A. Millsap, K.W.
Cline, and D.M. Bird [EDS.], Raptor management tech-
niques manual. Nat. Wildl. Fed., Washington, DC
U.S.A.

BROWN, J.W., P.J. VAN COEVERDEN DE GROOT, T.P. BIRT, G.
SEUTIN, P.T. BOAG, AND V.L. FRIESEN. 2007. Appraisal of
the consequences of the DDT-induced bottleneck on
the level and geographic distribution of neutral genetic
variation in Canadian Peregrine Falcons, Falco peregri-
nus. Mol. Ecol. 16:327–343.

BUCHANAN, J.B. 1996. A comparison of behavior and suc-
cess rates of Merlins and Peregrine Falcons when hunt-
ing Dunlins in two coastal habitats. J. Raptor Res.
30:93–98.

———, D.H. JOHNSON, E.L. GREDA, G.A. GREEN, T.R.
WAHL, AND S.J. JEFFRIES. 2001. Wildlife of coastal and
marine habitats. Pages 389–422 in D.H. Johnson and
T.A. O’Neil [EDS.], Wildlife-habitat relationships in
Oregon and Washington. Oregon State Univ. Press,
Corvallis, OR U.S.A.

BURNHAM, K.P. AND D.R. ANDERSON. 2002. Model selection
and multimodel inference: a practical information-the-
oretic approach, Second Ed. Springer-Verlag, New
York, NY U.S.A.

CLARK, W.S. AND B.K. WHEELER. 1987. Hawks of North
America. Houghton Mifflin Company, New York, NY
U.S.A.

——— AND ———. 2001. Hawks of North America, Sec-
ond Ed. Houghton Mifflin Company, New York, NY
U.S.A.

COOCH, E.G. AND G.C. WHITE. 2006. Program MARK: a
gentle introduction, Fifth Ed. Program MARK. Colo-
rado State University, Ft. Collins, CO, U.S.A., http://
www.phidot.org/software/mark/docs/book/(last ac-
cessed 13 May 2008).

DINSMORE, S.J. AND D.H. JOHNSON. 2005. Population analy-
sis in wildlife biology. Pages 154–183 in C.E. Braun
[ED.], Research and management techniques for wild-
life and habitats, The Wildlife Society, Bethesda, MD
U.S.A.

ENDERSON, J.H., J. LARRABEE, Z. JONES, C. PEPER, AND C.
LEPISTO. 1995. Behavior of peregrines in winter in
south Texas. J. Raptor Res. 29:93–98.

HUNT, W.G., R.R. ROGERS, AND D.J. SLOWE. 1975. Migratory
and foraging behavior of Peregrine Falcons on the Tex-
as coast. Can. Field-Nat. 89:111–123.

——— AND F.P. WARD. 1988. Habitat selection by spring
migrant peregrines at Padre Island, Texas. Pages
527–535 in T.J. Cade, J.H. Enderson, C.G. Thelander,
and C.M. White [EDS.], Peregrine Falcon populations:
their management and recovery. The Peregrine Fund,
Boise, ID U.S.A.

JUERGENS, P.W. 2003. Wintering Peregrine Falcons (Falco
peregrinus) on South Padre Island, Texas. M.S. thesis,
Texas State Univ.-San Marcos, San Marcos, TX
U.S.A.

KAUFFMAN, M.J., W.F. FRICK, AND J. LINTHICUM. 2003. Esti-
mation of habitat-specific demography and population
growth for Peregrine Falcons in California. Ecol. Appl.
13:1802–1816.

MCGRADY, M.J., T.L. MAECHTLE, J.J. VARGAS, W.S. SEEGAR,
AND M.C. PORRAS PENA. 2002. Migration and ranging of
Peregrine Falcons wintering on the Gulf of Mexico
coast, Tamaulipas, Mexico. Condor 104:39–48.

MESTA, R. 1999. Endangered and threatened wildlife and
plants; final rule to remove the American Peregrine
Falcon from the federal list of endangered and threat-
ened wildlife, and to remove the similarity of appear-
ance provision for free-flying peregrines in the conter-
minous United States. Fed. Register Vol. 64:46542–
46558.

170 VARLAND ET AL. VOL. 42, NO. 3

Downloaded From: https://complete.bioone.org/journals/Journal-of-Raptor-Research on 18 Apr 2024
Terms of Use: https://complete.bioone.org/terms-of-use



NELSON, R.W. 1990. Status of the Peregrine Falcon, Falco
peregrinus pealei, on Langara Island, Queen Charlotte
Islands, British Columbia, 1968–1989. Can. Field-Nat.
104:193–199.

POLLOCK, K.H., J.D. NICHOLS, C. BROWNIE, AND J.E. HINES.
1990. Statistical inference for capture-recapture exper-
iments. Wildl. Monogr. 107:1–97.

SWEM, T. 1994. Endangered and threatened wildlife and
plants; removal of the Arctic Peregrine Falcon from the
list of endangered and threatened wildlife. Fed. Register
59:50796–50805.

TITUS, K., F.P. WARD, W.S. SEEGAR, M.A. YATES, AND M.R.
FULLER. 1988. The influence of local weather on au-
tumn migration of Peregrine Falcons at Assateague Is-
land. Pages 517–525 in T.J. Cade, J.H. Enderson, C.G.
Thelander, and C.M. White [EDS.], Peregrine Falcon
populations: their management and recovery. The Per-
egrine Fund, Boise, ID U.S.A.

USGS. 2008. The Peregrine Falcon color banding protocol
in North America. Bird banding laboratory: the North
American bird banding program. USGS Patuxent Wild-
life Research Center, Laurel, MD U.S.A., http://www.
pwrc.usgs.gov/bbl/homepage/pefaprot.htm (last ac-
cessed 13 May 2008).

VAN HORNE, B. 1983. Density as a misleading indicator of
habitat quality. J. Wildl. Manage. 47:893–901.

VARLAND, D.E., T.L. FLEMING, AND J.B. BUCHANAN. 2008.
Tundra Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus tundrius) oc-
currence in Washington. Washington Birds 10:48–57.

WARD, F.P. AND R.B. BERRY. 1972. Autumn migrations of
Peregrine Falcons on Assateague Island, 1970–71. J.
Wildl. Manage. 36:484–492.

———, K. TITUS, W.S. SEEGAR, M.A. YATES, AND M.R. FUL-

LER. 1988. Autumn migrations of Peregrine Falcons at
Assateague Island, Maryland/Virginia, 1970–1984. Pag-
es 485–495 in T.J. Cade, J.H. Enderson, C.G. Thelan-
der, and C.M. White [EDS.], Peregrine Falcon popula-
tions: their management and recovery. The Peregrine
Fund, Boise, ID U.S.A.

WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE. 2008. Wash-
ington Department of Fish and Wildlife Species of Con-
cern. Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife,
Olympia, WA, U.S.A., htttp://wdfw.wa.gov/wlm/diversity/
soc/sensitiv.htm (last accessed 13 May 2008).

WHITE, C.M., N.J. CLUM, T.J. CADE, AND W.G. HUNT. 2002.
Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus). In A. Poole and F.
Gill [EDS.], The birds of North America, No. 600. The
Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, PA and the
American Ornithologists’ Union, Washington, DC
U.S.A.

WHITE, G.C. AND K.P. BURNHAM. 1999. Program MARK:
survival estimation from populations of marked ani-
mals. Bird Study 46 Supplement:120–138.

WILLIAMS, B.K., J.D. NICHOLS, AND M.J. CONROY. 2002. Anal-
ysis and management of animal populations. Academic
Press, San Diego, CA U.S.A.

Received 12 August 2004; accepted 15 April 2008
Associate Editor: James C. Bednarz

SEPTEMBER 2008 WASHINGTON COAST PEREGRINES 171

Downloaded From: https://complete.bioone.org/journals/Journal-of-Raptor-Research on 18 Apr 2024
Terms of Use: https://complete.bioone.org/terms-of-use


