
The Wedge-tailed Eagle is one of the most impressive and better-studied of
Australia’s birds so it somewhat surprising that there has been no previous
attempt to summarise what is known in a dedicated book, although the eagle
has not been without its scribes, particularly for a young audience. This book
draws on the hard work of several people including Michael Brooker, Nick
Mooney, Stephen Debus and Bill Brown, and discussions with eagle enthusi-
asts such as Nicky Birks, Tony Ross and Robert Bartos. To them and others
over the years who have shared their ideas about eagles, I owe much. 

I am especially grateful to Michael, Nick, Michael, Stephen and Bill for
reviewing the draft and generously contributing some of their own observa-
tions. Terry Dennis provided the estimate of eagle numbers on Kangaroo
Island. Thanks also to others, evident in the reference list, with the energy to
observe, study and communicate their understanding of eagles. 

Volume 2 of the Handbook of Australian New Zealand and Antarctic
Birds and the Raptor Information Centre’s bibliographic database—
http://ris.wr.usgs.gov/—made compiling the bibliography relatively painless.
Stephen also sent me his bibliography of Australasian eagle species, which
yielded some overlooked references, and his careful editorial eye picked up
several silly errors.

This would be a very dull book indeed without the marvellous images that
bring the mighty eagle to life. Australia is fortunate to have so many talented
artists and photographers of the natural world, and I am fortunate that two in
particular were willing to contribute to this modest book. Peter Merritt’s lumi-
nous photographs go beyond mere technical excellence, and Humphrey Price-
Jones’ beautifully drafted illustrations show his depth of knowledge of the
bird.

There are other photographers to thank. Greg Holland provided the
evocative cover photo and, with Leon Keasey at www.birdphotos.com.au, has
always responded with great generosity to requests for photos for Wingspan,
the membership magazine of Birds Australia, which I edit. David Whelan
supplied the silhouettes on the back page, taken as part of his quest to alert
authorities that Yaloak Vale—then, but happily no longer, mooted for devel-
opment as a windfarm—was heavily populated with eagles at great risk of
collision with the turbines. The Australian National Wildlife Collection,
CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems, kindly allowed use of a slide of the Port
Jackson Painter painting, taken by Ederic Slater many years ago at the British
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