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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Project Vesta brought together bushfire scientists

from Ensis (formerly known as CSIRO Forestry

and Forest Products (CSIRO)) and the Western

Austral ian Department of Environment and

Conservation (DEC) (formerly the Department of

Conservation and Land Management (CALM)). The

project has been supported by the Australasian

Fire Authorities Council (AFAC) that represents

State land management agencies and rural fire

authorities across Australia. The Hermon Slade

Foundation, the Forest and Wood Products Research

and Development Corporation, Emergency

Management Australia, Isuzu Trucks and a number

of local government authorities in Western

Australia have provided additional financial

support. Fire management and research staff from

land management agencies and fire authorities in

New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia,

Tasmania, Victoria, and the Canadian Forest

Service participated in the field experiments in

Western Australia over three seasons. The Bushfire

Cooperative Research Centre provided support to

collate additional experimental and wildfire data

for model validation.

We, the authors, are grateful for the support of

the Lane Poole Reserve Advisory Committee for

permission to conduct the Dee Vee experiments

within the Lane Poole Reserve and to very many

people have helped us in many ways. In particular,

we are indebted to Rick Sneeuwjagt of DEC Fire

Management Services Branch who championed

the project from its inception and to the Regional

Services Division of DEC which took responsibility

for fire suppression during the experiments; and

finally, to our project technical staff (John Neal,

Bob Smith, Bruce Ward, Tim Firth and the late

Alex Robinson of DEC Science Division; and Peter

Hutchings and Sean Cheney of Ensis) who carried

out the extensive field measurements with precision

and reliability.
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