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The Rainforest Restoration Manual for South-eastern Australia represents the compilation 
of data collected over more than 36 years and the distillation of the key experience and 
knowledge of many people, including ecological restoration practitioners and local com-
munities. Equally it has taken a strong desire to achieve results (even on the most difficult 
sites) and a willingness to share information for us to be able to present you with the 
results of our early successes and failures. Many of my colleagues, friends and acquaint-
ances will recognise fragments of conversations and discussions in this work, which are 
referenced as personal communications. The author is therefore indebted to many people, 
and to businesses and organisations that have provided their support and wisdom over 
many years. All data (including photographs) presented in this work are those of the 
author unless otherwise cited. However, in recognition of the collective wisdom presented 
in this work, the first person pronoun ‘we’ is used. This Manual is a celebration of that 
cooperation and is based on the following data sources: 
• A review of the oldest restoration sites in East Gippsland, Victoria:

 − Richard Owen’s Nungurner and lower Tambo River sites begun in the 1980s
 − Kalimna Jetty Gully rainforest rescue begun in the 1980s by Margaret Brazalle
 − Kinkuna restoration site established in 1987 by the author
 − The lower Snowy and Brodribb revegetation sites established collectively by local 

landholders (beginning with Mary McKeown in the 1980s), but then including the 
Snowy River Improvement Trust (ably and conscientiously tended by Bruce and 
Elaine Robinson for more than 15 years), Orbost Shire and the Department of 
Conservation Forests and Lands

 − The Orbost Rainforest Centre’s rainforests begun in 1989 (initially tended by the 
late Will Cramer).

• A review of early rainforest restoration at Murramarang National Park, New South 
Wales:

 − Subtropical Rainforest on the summit of Durras Mountain is being restored using 
the Natural Regeneration Restoration Method on an abandoned dairy farm (begun 
in 1973 with the purchase of the property and its return to the public estate) 


