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CHAPTER 6

ORNITHOLOGY OF NORTHERN MYANMAR
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Abstract.—Myanmar is a large, biodiverse country located between India and China in the 
west and east, and south of Tibet. Kachin State, situated in far northern Myanmar, is expected 
to be especially biodiverse because of its habitat and climatic diversity, ranging from lowland 
riparian areas to the high-elevation Himalayan Mountains. These areas of northern Myanmar 
are especially poorly known biologically, largely because of their difficult terrain, rugged moun-
tains, and enormous rivers. We summarize the ornithological history of northern Myanmar and 
document the names, dates, and geographic areas (along with a bilingual gazetteer of names) of 
major ornithological expeditions. Because foreign naturalists made most of the bird collections, 
the resulting material is scattered around the world. We have compiled and organized informa-
tion about past research and collections, and we suggest areas for future research investment. To 
date, few local areas within northern Myanmar have been surveyed, including the far northern 
region of Kachin State up to the last village of Tahawndam, the southeastern part of Kachin State 
around Laukkaung-Hpimaw, the southern part of Kachin around the town of Myitkyina, the 
northwestern area of Putao District, the northeastern part of Kachin around Taron and Thala 
Wang, and the central part of Kachin around the “Triangle,” which is the area between the May 
Hka River and Mali Hka River. Our analysis identifies several significant geographic areas where 
additional collection and documentation are needed, biodiversity is high, and local endemism 
is likely. These areas include the upper area of Chimili pass, the northeast portion of Kachin, the 
Kumon range, the central portion of Kachin, and the Hponkan Razi Wildlife Sanctuary.

Resumen.—Birmania (Myanmar) es un país grande y con alta biodiversidad que se localiza 
entre India y China hacia el oeste y el este, y al sur de Tibet. Se espera que el estado de Kachin, 
situado en la parte norte de Birmania, sea especialmente diverso por su diversidad de hábi-
tats y de climas, que varían desde áreas bajas ribereñas hasta las montañas de gran altitud del 
Himalaya. Estas áreas del norte de Birmania son especialmente poco conocidas en términos 
biológicos, en gran medida por las dificultades de su terreno, montañas escarpadas y grandes 
ríos. En este trabajo resumimos la historia ornitológica del norte de Birmania y documenta-
mos los nombres, fechas y áreas geográficas (junto con un gacetero bilingüe de los nombres) 
de las principales expediciones ornitólogas. Debido a que naturalistas extranjeros hicieron la 
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