\ Preface and Acknowledgment

This is a sequel to Peter Wi Claassen’s classic book Plecaptera Nymphs of North
America, published as a Thomas Say Foundation volume in 1931 (Claassen 1931). We have
attempted to bring together knowledge of the morphology and biology of North Amer-
ican stonefly nymphs and present new nymph descriptions, illustrations, and keys cov-
ering all of the 99 genera recognized through August 1987 We began the project about
12 years ago and traveled many thousands of miles during field expeditions to streams
throughout most of North America, particularly in Alaska, the western mountains of
Canada and the United States, the eastern Ozark, Ouachita, and Appalachian mountains,
and the Gulf Coastal Plain. Many type localities were revisited, and special streams in
relatively remote areas were collected in attempts to rear species representing genera
whose nymphs have remained unknown or poorly known. The logical continuation of
this work will be to comparatively study the morphology of species within important
genera, with the utimate goal of developing keys and illustrations for the identification of
nymphal Plecoptera at the species level.

Our respective academic institutions, University of North Texas and Mississippi
College, have given much support to this project by providing facilities, supplies, grad-
uate research assistance, secretarial support, and relief from teaching responsibilities in
the later and critical stages of mianuscript completion. Bob Killam, Administrative Assis-
tant of the UNT Biological Sciences Department, deserves much credit for arranging
support. We are much indebted to Mary Nash and the staff of the UNT Center for
Instructional Services for graphics and photography assistance, and to Lucille Hershberger
for her tireless dedication and major effort in entering our scribbles into the word proc-
€ssor.

This project could not have been completed without the substantial support of the
National Science Foundation over the eight-year period from 1979 to 1987 through grants
DEB 7812565 and BSR 8308422. A few of the earlier figures were prepared by Ellen H.
Novorr, but most of the habitus renderings and plated character illustrations were pre-
pared by our scientific illustrator, Jean A. Stanger.

We would like to highlight the major collaborative contribution of our colleagues
R. Wi Baumann, R. E Kirchner, B. C. Kondratieff, and S. Wi Szczytko to this project.
They helped provide critical study material, actively assisted in field collecting and rearing
work, and offered helpful suggestions throughout the research and during preparation
of the manuscript. We appreciate very much the valuable time of H. B. N. Hynes, who
read early versions of the ecology and morphology chapters and offered helpful sugges-
fions.

Several other colleagues and students contributed in various ways to this long-term
project: N. H. Anderson, B. Armitage, M. D. Bilger, R. L. Bottorff, M. A. Brusven,
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