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this continent. These should include models that
predict the geographic areas where the pest may
have the potential to inflict severe economic and
environmental damage. Finally, a maximum-se-
curity containment facility needs to be dedicated
to conduct research on methods of detection and
suppression of dangerous alien arthropods.
Clearly, the environmental goodness of fit of
the technologies used in eradication programs
tends to be progressively improving. Also, econ-
omists are steadily improving their methodology
to assess the costs and benefits of eradication
programs absolutely and relative to other stra-
tegic options. Finally, the leaders and managers
of eradication programs are becoming more ad-
ept at working with the public and in managing
risk. For these reasons, I believe that the strat-
egy of eradication will become more acceptable,
and that some day our society will be more able
to treat the rational aspects separately from the

emotional aspects.
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