
Acknowledgments 

We are grateful to many colleagues and institutions for their collab- 
oration and assistance. For his many contributions to this project over a 
period of 20 yr, we express our gratitude 10 Shahid Naeem (Department of 
Ecology, Evolution and Behavior. University of Minnesota, St. Paul, MN). 
For tireless intellectual and practical guidance of all kinds. we thank E. E. 
Lindquist (Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Ottawa. Canada) and the late 
M. Kaliszewski (Brigham Young University, U). Ronald Ochoa (Brigham 
Young University) contributed to the success of this project in myriad ways 
when the future seemed most in doubt. For the~r  many intellectual contri- 
butions to research on hummingbird flower mites and for their generosity 
in collecting material that has found ils way into this sltudy, we are es- 
pecially grateful to D. S. Dobhn. P. Feins~nger, and A. J. Heynernan. For 
cooperation and facilitation of work in the field we thank R. GArnez and J. 
JimCnez (Instituto Nacional de Biodiversidad, Costa Rica), the Organization 
for Tropical Studies (Costa Rica), Simla Biological Station (Trinidad, W.I.), 
and others too numerous to name. For offering generous access to fluid- 
preserved plant material in their institutional or personal collections, we 
thank F! E. Berry (Missouri Botanic Garden, St. Louis, MO): W. J .  Kress 
(Department of Botany, Smithsonian Institution, Washington. DC); J. L. 
Luteyn (The New York Botanical Garden, Bronx, NY); P.J.M. Maas (Rijk- 
suniversiteit Utrecht, Uzrecht, The Netherlands); and B. A. Stein (The Na- 
ture Conservancy, Arlington, VA). For plant identifications, we are: grateful 
to the botanists just mentioned, as well as B. Hammel (Missouri Botanical 
Garden, St. Louis, MO): and J. Richards (Florida International University, 
Miami. FL). For field collections of rnites on our behalf we are grateful to 


