
I S T R O D U C T I O S .  

I t  is pleasant to find that the beginning of our 
knourledge of Sol.tl1 Ainerican stoneflies was made by 
the "Father of American Entomology," Thonlas Say. 
I n  1823 he described four species in Godman's 
Il'cstel.?~ @i(i~'te~-lg Reporter, and described them so 
well that, although the types were long since lost, we 
Iiave been able to recognize them all. Tlie scattered 
tlescriptions that follo~vetl during the nest four dec- 
ades were ~ ~ i o s t l y  written by European entomologists 
-1)y Sewnian and Sewport  ant1 TT'alker in EngI:tntl, 
by l'ictet alltl l iambur in I?rance, ant1 1)y 13ur1iieister 
in G e i  'l'lle first co~ilprehensive review of the 
Xnlel.ic:11i l':ltlna was that of I.Iagen, illcludetl in his 
Sjj??op.~iu of the A T ~ ~ i ~ . o p t c ~ ' ( ~  of S o ~ . t l ~  11 ~~lel- icn 
(1861 ) . IIagen recognizetl 61 nolnilial species ill 
Sortli  A~iierica, disposed in seven genera, 10 of the 
species being retainetl in tlie original genus Perla. 
r 1 Illis ~ o r l i  was prepared in Koenigsberg, a t  tlie spe- 
cial l8equest of tlie Smithsonian Institution, from ma- 
terials sul~plietl 1)y that institutio~l ant1 by collabo- 
rators. I t s  publication incited 13en,janlill D. TValsll, 
wlio then lived in Rocli Islantl, Ill., to collect and 
stutly the Seuropteroitls of his own vicinity. The 
follo~vi~lg year (1862) he published a list of the 
species in liis own collection wit11 tlescriptions of a 
nuliil)er of new species. TIe collectetl so assitluously 
that the vicinity of Rock Islantl, Ill., Iias remained 
until recently one of tlie best worketl fields in Aillerica 
for the Seuropteroitl groups. Since Tl'alsll's time, 
the one persistent student of the group in America 
has been J1r. Sa than  13a111i~. I n  a long series of pa- 
pers he has tlescril~ed 111a11y nenr for~ils, ant1 he has 
twice cataloguetl the Anierican species (1802 ant1 
1007). 

JIore recently there have I~een notelrol.tl~y contri- 
1)utions to tlie 1;nowletlge of the g~.oup in i\lnerica 
by I l r .  1,ucy TVriglit S~llitll ( n o ~ v  JIrs.  \frill)ert 11. 

Cle~nens) and by JLr. C. F. VTu. JLr. Tlru's worl; 




