" BioOne COMPLETE

A Short History of Florida Entomologist in Recognition
of 100 Years of Publication

Author: Capinera, John L.

Source: Florida Entomologist, 100(1) : 1-4

Published By: Florida Entomological Society

URL.: https://doi.org/10.1653/024.100.0101

BioOne Complete (complete.BioOne.org) is a full-text database of 200 subscribed and open-access titles
in the biological, ecological, and environmental sciences published by nonprofit societies, associations,
museums, institutions, and presses.

Your use of this PDF, the BioOne Complete website, and all posted and associated content indicates your
acceptance of BioOne’s Terms of Use, available at www.bioone.org/terms-of-use.

Usage of BioOne Complete content is strictly limited to personal, educational, and non - commercial use.
Commercial inquiries or rights and permissions requests should be directed to the individual publisher as
copyright holder.

BioOne sees sustainable scholarly publishing as an inherently collaborative enterprise connecting authors, nonprofit
publishers, academic institutions, research libraries, and research funders in the common goal of maximizing access to
critical research.

Downloaded From: https://complete.bioone.org/journals/Florida-Entomologist on 12 May 2024
Terms of Use: https://complete.bioone.org/terms-of-use



A short history of Florida Entomologist in recognition of

100 years of publication
John L. Capinera*

On 5Jan 1916, 11 men interested in entomology formed the Flor-
ida Entomological Society. (Yes, they were all men; remember, this
was 100 years ago—virtually all entomologists were men!) The pur-
pose of the society was stated to be “to stimulate active interest in
entomology on the part of Floridians. There is at present a marked
dearth of amateur entomologists in the State.” Anyone interested
in “bugs” was invited to participate. At its inception, there were 39
members.

The history of the Florida Entomological Society has been sum-
marized at least 6 times, notably by Tissot et al. (1954) and Den-
mark (1993). Rather than repeating the long and interesting history
of the Society, | report here only on the general trends seen in the
journal sponsored by the Florida Entomological Society: Florida En-
tomologist.

In Apr 1916, at the monthly Florida Entomological Society meet-
ing, the proposal was made to publish a periodical to be called “The
Florida Buggist,” which would be the “Official Organ of the Florida
Entomological Society.” The Florida Buggist commenced publica-
tion in the summer of 1917 (Fig. 1). Initially, The Florida Buggist
printed mostly nontechnical material such as basic life history, sea-
sonal observations, distributional information, tips on beekeeping,
etc. Interestingly, in 1918 the Society members were discussing
the value of a mandated cotton-free year to eliminate boll wee-
vil from the USA. They were convinced it could be done in a year,
2 at most. Not surprisingly, then (as now) folks were complaining
about government interfering with their “rights” to use their land
as they wished, so the cotton-free year idea went nowhere. Also in
1918, the first technical paper appeared: “Thysanoptera of Florida”
(Watson 1918). This article was followed by 2 additional papers on
thrips that year.

The original magazine or newsletter-like format would gradu-
ally change, as would the content. The journal continued to publish
nontechnical material, but by 1920, research data on topics such as
the efficiency of traps for capture of mosquitoes were creeping into
the journal. By 1921-1922, most of the papers could be regarded
as technical, being mostly taxonomic, distributional, and life his-
tory—oriented, although general information that we would now
consider to be “Extension” literature also was included. The journal
also continued to print the minutes of Florida Entomological Society
meetings. With publication of Volume 4, in 1920, The Florida Bug-
gist was renamed, and “molted” into “The Florida Entomologist.”

During the first full decade of publication, the journal averaged only
about 4 technical articles per year.

In the 1930s, The Florida Entomologist continued without much
change from the old “Buggist” format, and the content remained
about the same. The Florida Entomologist averaged about 7 articles
per year during the 1930s.

During the 1940s, World War Il affected attitudes and practices.
Not only were members urged to contribute research that would in-
crease food supplies and help the war effort, but the journal began
printing less newsy information, focusing instead on data-based re-
search. Thus, the short articles and notes that formerly were a stan-
dard feature largely disappeared, possibly to save paper. Unfortu-
nately, if there still were amateurs subscribing to this journal, surely
they would have little reason to continue. The Florida Entomologist
was evolving into a publication written by, and for, specialists. It
averaged about 13 technical articles per year during this period.

By the 1950s, the journal was largely in its present form, but
with the advent of new and more effective classes of insecticides,
the journal content broadened from reporting mostly biology and
taxonomy to include more studies on insect control, emphasizing
insecticides and insecticide application techniques. The journal
occasionally printed papers from other countries, but it remained
largely focused on Florida and the southeastern USA. With publica-
tion in 1954 of Volume 37, the journal no longer claimed to be the
“Official Organ of the Florida Entomological Society.” During this
period, The Florida Entomologist averaged about 19 technical ar-
ticles per year.

During the 1960s and 1970s, the journal increased in size and
stature, attracting more articles from outside Florida. The Florida
Entomologist published about 29 and 50 technical articles per year
during the 1960s and 1970s, respectively. During the late 1970s, the
journal also lost much of its sponsorship from agrochemical compa-
nies, which previously placed advertisements in the journal. Begin-
ning in 1979, the journal gained visibility by publishing the proceed-
ings of Florida Entomological Society symposia on insect behavioral
ecology, on fall armyworm, and on other timely and interesting
topics. When a dean from the University of Florida questioned the
quality and scope of The Florida Entomologist, a national survey of
Entomology Department chairs was conducted (Brooks 1980). The
Florida Entomologist was evaluated relative to other entomology
journals and judged to be:
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Official Organ of the Florida Entomological Society.
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THE FLORIDA ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY
ITS HISTORY AND AIMS

On January 5, 1916, eleven men interested in entomology, met
at the University of Florida and formed the Florida Entomaolog-
ical Society. The editor of the Entomological News, published
in Philadelphia, in noting thig event, stated that ours is the flrst
entomological society to be formed in the South. The first of-
ficers were: President, J. R. Watson, Experiment Station; vice-
president, Wilmon Newell, Ilant Commissioner ; secretary-treas-
urer, R. N, Wilson, U. S. Bureau of Entomology; member of the
executive committee, Dr, H. S. Daws, Department of Zoology,
University of Florida.

Since then monthly meetings have been held except during the
summer months, June to August. Several special meetings have
alan been ecalled.

There is presented at each meeting one or more papers on
some entomological subjects, These are freely discéussed by the
members present. Under the heading of “Brief and Timely
Notes” members present observations on insects that appear to
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Fig. 1. Florida Entomologist originated as The Florida Buggist, an interesting but unusual name. The name and content soon changed to reflect a more professional
image and scientific content.
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Announcements

not quite as good as the Annals of the Entomological Society
of America,

slightly better than the Journal of Economic Entomology,
slightly better than Environmental Entomology,

slightly better than the Journal of the Kansas Entomological
Society,

superior to The Canadian Entomologist, and

decidedly superior to The Great Lakes Entomologist, Jour-
nal of the Georgia Entomological Society, Proceedings of the
Washington Entomological Society, Pan Pacific Entomologist,
and Mosquito News.

Evaluations are always subjective, and should not be taken too
seriously, but clearly The Florida Entomologist had acquired a strong
reputation by this time.

It is not a coincidence that beginning in 1980, and continuing
until today, the subtitle of Florida Entomologist is “An International
Journal for the Americas.” Despite the superior reputation of the
journal, in the eyes of some Society members, the title of Florida
Entomologist was too regional in focus, and not adequately appeal-
ing to entomologists from other regions. But when a poll of the
membership was taken, the members voted to retain the title, but
emphasized that it was, by design, “An International Journal for the
Americas,” not simply a regional journal. Note that the article “The”
was dropped from the title at this time.

In the 1980s, scientific notes began to be a popular mode of
communication in Florida Entomologist, and they continue to in-
crease in popularity to the present day. The journal published on
average about 74 technical articles per year during this decade.
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In the 1990s, the minutes of the Florida Entomological Society
ceased to be published in the journal. This is not surprising, given the
availability of the internet and the ease and low cost of publishing in
this mode. Florida Entomologist began publishing the journal electron-
ically in 1994 and became:

the first journal to put its contents on the Internet in PDF for-
mat,

the first life science journal to have all current and back issues
on the Web with free access,

the first entomological journal to allow authors to archive
supplemental digital material with their articles, and

e the first freely accessible journal hosted by BioOne.

During the 1990s, Florida Entomologist published about 75 techni-
cal articles per year.

With the new millennium, Florida Entomologist continues to in-
crease in popularity. During the first decade of the 2000s, the journal
published on average 88 technical articles per year, increasing to an
average of 179 per year thus far in the 2010s. Throughout the world,
anyone with internet access can view at no charge any article in Florida
Entomologist, beginning with Volume 1 and continuing now through
Volume 100. This is an achievement that few other journals can match.
Florida Entomologist now projects a modern image and layout, with
color photographs added to the cover and color display of figures avail-
able in both printed and online articles (Fig. 2).

Significantly, Florida Entomologist has become an important pub-
lication outlet both nationally and internationally, quite popular with
not only entomologists in North and South America but throughout the
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Fig. 2. Florida Entomologist now projects a modern image, and has grown not only in popularity (number of papers printed) but also in physical dimensions. Page size
has increased from 11 x 19 cm in the original “Buggist” to 18.5 x 25 cm now. Color has been added to the cover, and is an option for both printed and online articles.
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world. For example, in this issue we publish work authored by scien-
tists from around the globe, including Austria, Brazil, China, Germany,
Guatemala, India, Kenya, Mali, Mexico, and Turkey. More locally, con-
tributing authors are from throughout the USA, including California,
Colorado, Florida, Hawaii, Massachusetts, Mississippi, Missouri, New
Jersey, Puerto Rico, Texas, and Washington DC. It has taken many years
to attract such a diverse audience, but it has been a successful 100
year journey.
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