
Resolution of a case of secondary homonymy in the
genus Sylvia Scopoli, 1769

Author: Jobling, James A.

Source: Bulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club, 137(2) : 159
Published By: British Ornithologists' Club

URL: https://doi.org/10.25226/bboc.v137i2.2017.a6

The BioOne Digital Library (https://bioone.org/) provides worldwide distribution for more than 580 journals
and eBooks from BioOne’s community of over 150 nonprofit societies, research institutions, and university
presses in the biological, ecological, and environmental sciences. The BioOne Digital Library encompasses
the flagship aggregation BioOne Complete (https://bioone.org/subscribe), the BioOne Complete Archive
(https://bioone.org/archive), and the BioOne eBooks program offerings ESA eBook Collection
(https://bioone.org/esa-ebooks) and CSIRO Publishing BioSelect Collection (https://bioone.org/csiro-
ebooks).

Your use of this PDF, the BioOne Digital Library, and all posted and associated content indicates your
acceptance of BioOne’s Terms of Use, available at www.bioone.org/terms-of-use.

Usage of BioOne Digital Library content is strictly limited to personal, educational, and non-commmercial
use. Commercial inquiries or rights and permissions requests should be directed to the individual publisher
as copyright holder.

BioOne is an innovative nonprofit that sees sustainable scholarly publishing as an inherently collaborative enterprise
connecting authors, nonprofit publishers, academic institutions, research libraries, and research funders in the common
goal of maximizing access to critical research.

Downloaded From: https://complete.bioone.org/journals/Bulletin-of-the-British-Ornithologists’-Club on 17 Jun 2025
Terms of Use: https://complete.bioone.org/terms-of-use



James A. Jobling 159     Bull. B.O.C. 2017 137(2)  

© 2017 The Authors; Journal compilation © 2017 British Ornithologists’ Club	 ISSN-2513-9894 (Online)

Resolution of a case of secondary homonymy in the genus 
Sylvia Scopoli, 1769

by James A. Jobling

Received 28 March 2017; revised 9 April 2017; published 18 June 2017

http://zoobank.org/urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:9C13CAE1-BB4E-4F68-9624-2784CCA1AD7F

Working on the HBWAlive Key to Scientific Names in Ornithology to ensure that the 
nomenclature and taxonomy therein reflects those in the HBW and BirdLife International 
illustrated checklist of the birds of the world (del Hoyo & Collar 2016), I discovered a case of 
preoccupation in the now expanded genus Sylvia. 

In vol. 2, p. 498, of the above-mentioned work the genera Pseudoalcippe Bannerman, 
1923, Lioptilus Bonaparte, 1850, and Parisoma Swainson, 1831, are subsumed within Sylvia. 
As a result, the subspecific name Parisoma subcaeruleum ansorgei von Zedlitz, 1921, Orn. 
Monatsb. 29: 52 (currently Sylvia subcoerulea ansorgei) becomes preoccupied by Lioptilus 
abyssinicus ansorgei Rothschild, 1918, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 38: 78 (currently Sylvia abyssinica 
ansorgei). Because the prior ansorgei Rothschild, 1918, was published after 1899 (Art. 23.9 of 
the Code (ICZN 1999), and as no other names are available for the subspecies ansorgei von 
Zedlitz, 1921, I propose:

Sylvia subcoerulea iohannis nom. nov.
The name will serve as a new replacement name for Parisoma subcaeruleum ansorgei von 

Zedlitz, 1921, in Sylvia preoccupied by Lioptilus abyssinicus ansorgei Rothschild, 1918. Under 
Art. 72.7 of the Code (ICZN 1999), the type of the new name is automatically that of the 
replaced name, ansorgei von Zedlitz, with the same type locality. The new eponym honours 
Prof. Dr William John Ansorge (1850–1913) the British physician and zoologist after whom 
the above-named taxa were originally named.

It should be noted that other recent taxonomic treatments (e.g. Dickinson & Christidis 
2014, Gill & Donsker 2017) place ansorgei Rothschild, 1918, and ansorgei von Zedlitz, 1921, as 
subspecies in different genera, under which circumstances both remain valid names.
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