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BRIEF REPORTS AND COMMENTS

HELMINTHS OF RABBITS AND OPOSSUMS

AT MOUNTAIN LAKE, VIRGINIA

It is of zoological immterest to

kmmomv tIme imelnuintims of wild mam-

mals iii ammy region, amid for didac-

tic i’easoims �)mhrtieulmhl’ly, it is desi-

rable tot have sucim knon-ledge of

time area surrouimding a 1)ioiogidal

statiomu. Siuo’h immfornuation may also)

be of’ vmmlue in mu wildlife manage-

meimt progmmim. Tim eondimcting a

survey of time helmimithis in wild

150)0 -gmm time ma mmmi Is during time

sumummers 0)1 1954, 1955 and 1956,
teum cottontail rabbits, Syit’ilagus

I1(lJisitiOli(IliS (Bangs), mund two

opossums, Didel p/i is marsupialis

t’ii’qin iana (Kerr), were examiimed

Siumce that time two additional

opossums, (time each collected fi’om

Romimuoke (ouumty in 1957 and from

Craig County in 1962 have beeum

cxamimuecl, Except for timese two

opotssumiis, all of time amuimals were

tt’�il)I)e(1 withiiui time i’oughily i’ec-

tammgulai’ area formed by Bald

Kmmob, Wind Rock, Bi’usimy Top and

Butt Moututaimi in Giles County,
Virginia. Time amuimals were trap-

peol in vario ms ecological situatioums
rmlngimug in ehevatioim from 3,174 to)

4.363 feet.

Staimolaid methods of trapping

an(1 examitmiumg time aiuimals �iimd iii

�)Iepa1’iuig tue imelmmmiiithis for rrmicro-
sdi tpie studs’ weie emph)yed.

I)r, Alhesm iMclmitosiu anol 1\Irs.

i\I. B. (1hitn’ood, Asmimmmal i)isease

amid Pmii’asite Researcim Braricii, U.

S. I). A., verified time idemmtifica-

tiomi of imelminthus, amud I)m’. Wit-

himmnm II. Burt, Muiseum of Zoology,

Itmiversity o)f Mieiiigaim, verified

time idtrmtifieat iotm of tIme cotton-

tiil imii)l)its. This stum(1v wmis sup-

1)o1t(�d Hi l)mmrt by amvai’ds lronm time
Na tiosm miI Sciemuce Fouumda tio um mid-

nuiimistered by time Moummtain Lake

Biological Statioim, [imiversity of

\�irgiumia.

iVou’uui�- in Opossuuui-s.

B 1’(IC/? ijlaema t’i1’�Jfli l(/fl(t (Dick-

erson, 1930). Seven speeimemms of

tim is species were recovered from

two immmmtumm’e imosts trmmpped in

the study area. Time number of

worms raumged fromum 3 to 4 per

imoist. Time wom’nis w-em’e recovered

fu’om time smimall intestine.

(:1. uzia ((Pt C l’lCUfl a Maplestomme,

1930. Timis oxyuroiol nematode was

recovei-ed fi- m all foui’ opossums

exammi immed, Time ii iummmher of woi’ms

ranged from 3 tO) 38, with a immeaum

O)f 20.5 worms i�er host. The

n-om’mmms were recovered fm’om time

lai’ge immtestine.

P/i jJSaloj)t C i’a ttt i’tjida Rudol phi i,

1819. Fifto.’emu specimens of this

sh)edids were i-eeovereol ll’om a host

collected in Craig County. Speo’i-

memms of this I)�lYdel I)imis iuetimmitode

weme recovered from thue hivet’,
stouuumieim aumd intestine.

1%ornis in Rabbits

Cittotaenia t’(lI’i(lbiliS (Stiles,

1895 ). Worms idemutificd mms1)eloumg-
ing to this cestoode spdeies wem’e

fouimd in seveim of imiume i’abbits cx-

amimmed. Time iuumber of \vorumms

raumged fm’orn 1 tot 3 witim a mean of

1.4 per host.

Taenza ))isifou’uuns (Blocim, 1780).

Thue bladder woi’nms (cvsticem’ci ) of

this cest o de were remmmo)ved fm’om

the hivei’ amid mesenteries. Two of

tight l’mhl)i)itS examimiumcd Weic in-
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fit, ted ; there n-mis )lIi! cyst in t ach

i’ai)l)it.

Passului’g,s ?iOfl((li ill(Iti(5 Skiumkem’,
1931 . Tim is sj)O’cies of’ umemumato)(1e was

i’ecotvei’ed from two of eight rab-

bits exami mme(l. ()ime imost hmmmt’l)ored

6 \\‘O)ifliS dui(l thi#{176}oPhi’i’ 56. Time

wom’mmus wei’e reumioved from time

hmii’ge imitestine.

!)e;’mato.rys t-eliyeu’ (Ruololpimi,

1819). Tim is species of oxyumi’oid

nemnmmtode wmss emmcountei’ iii 1 of

9 rabbits examined. Spceimeius

of this species, m’ecovered from ��y1-

tilwjns tro’uui.citionalis iii t he study

area, were olotmmated to time author

by Mr. Robert (� il leSj tic ( Vim gini a

Episcopal So’hmoo d, Lynehmburg, Vim’-

ginia ) , aiu(1 cOmist’(�ueuit l- time num-

b;er oi worms t’#{176}eovemed mm rn tIme

large immtestine is iuot knowmu.

Obeliscoides o-unmculi (Rudolphmi,

1819). Represeimtatives of thus

trichostmoimgyhus imemmitode, t hu e

‘‘stonuacim worumu ‘‘ o)f m’ahihits, n-etc

f’omiumd iim three of eight i’ai)i)its cx-

mimimicol. The imummi)er of worms

m’aumgeol fi’onm I to 98 pci’ host, witlu

mi nwatm 0)1 38.

Tnicluo.s-tron�jylus c (1 1 e (ii’ a t ii s

(Hmumusuumm, 1911). Thuis species of

I riciioistromigyhus mmemmutode n-as cii-

countered ium two of eight rabbits

exammuiumed. Time mmunubem’ ci worms

rmmimged froumi 37 to 47 per host.

Ahiemsta (Ahicmutmm, J. E. 1929. Time

oeeimrm’emice of 1) irof i/aria scap�ceps

in rabbits. Joui’. Ppm’asitol. 15

287) m-eported time presence of Di-

u’of u/aria SC(1j)iceps (Leidy, 1886)

fm’oumi thjls’ilaqus floi’idan US mutalla-

u_its ( Thmomuimus) collected imu 1916
I t’om \Voo df’oi’ol, Virgi mmimi mind

I �hewel hyui mmiid Ilmimudley ( Llemvehlyii.

L. M. mind C. 0. llmsmmdley 1945. TIme

cottontail m-mmbbits iumVirgimmia.. .Joumm’.

Manumal. 26: 379-390) reported ap-

l)roximnmstchy mm 2% infeo’tioum of se-
veuutv - five eo t tomutmsiis frotmi Vii’-

giumimm wit hi this uicmmttode. This

slte’ics was mmot eimcouumtei’ed (lur-
immg this stitoly simmee blood stmmemmm’s

were not tmmkemm mimm(1itg �oiuits were

not (lisseeted.

1mm addition, lAlewellyum and

hi mumidley (op. cite) i’eco‘i’s leol tue
�iI ion mg imelmiumthms trim tile iii-

te:-titmmtltu’aet �Jf oume 1m’i)i)it fi’onm

Vim’giimimi: Ha.s.stile.sia t r i c 0 1 o r

Stik s and Hassahl, 1894), heavy

itmfcctiotm ; Cittofaenia sp, omue

wot’mmm; Obeliscoides cuniculi, mi few

specimmieums ; 7’u’u-li tins 1 e j) 0 1’ i S

Froehich, 1789) ; aiud 16 speci-

memms of D( tat (ff0.1’‘is religer.

To tiue list of imehmmuintims kuiowmm

�roumu time cottotitail i’mibi)its iii

gimiia iiow may be added Cit fotac-

10(1 i(11iUbiliS, P(Is.sal(’tI’Us flOfl(lfltt-

1(1/ itS, muim(I Tricli oct ron qijlus cal-

((1 i’it its.

The o)umlv species of iieltnimmthm

kmmonvn fi’onm time OI)O55�� in Vii’-

giumimm h)m’io)m’to this study was

B rae/i �1aenia u-iu’fJiniana ( I)icker-

soti, 1 930) olesei’ibed ft’o itmi ()�)#{176} s-

sums col lecteol iiu A hbemmm rhe (1oumm-

ty, Vim’giimims. To this list now may

he mm(lded (‘i’uzia (1;uiel’u-ana mind

P/u !J�#{176}1Oj)f ((‘(i fit I’qi(l(I.

‘flm� fot’egoimmg is umot meant to) be

a dcl iumitive list of hiehmmmimmtims

which i)mmm’mtsitiZe 0I)O55li�5 muimolm’ai)-

i)its in \itgiumia. Much is yet to h)e

�ea i’mmed ci umcermm immg time hid its iumtim

I)mhm’mtsitcs of’ thiese hosts mind of

wildlife hi geumei’al iii Virginia.

UTa ny L. Itoh lowmmy, .Jr.

I )e� m mt meuit 0 )f Biology, Hi )miimOke

( oilegc, Smmlcm, Vimgiumia.

24 .Jmutmummry, h966.
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