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Books

NEW TITLES

Achieving Water Security: Lessons 
from Research in Water Supply, 
Sanitation, and Hygiene in Ethio-
pia. Roger Calow, Eva Ludi, and Jos-
ephine Tucker, eds. Practical Action 
 Publishing, 2012. 276 pp., illus. $37.95 
(ISBN 9781853397646 paper).

Biophysics: Searching for Principles. 
William Bialek. Princeton University 
Press, 2012. 632 pp., illus. $95.00 
(ISBN 9780691138916 cloth).

Biosequestration and Ecological 
 Diversity: Mitigating and Adapt-
ing to Climate Change and Envi-
ronmental Degradation. Wayne A. 
White. Taylor and Francis (CRC), 
2012. 250 pp., illus. $79.95 (ISBN 
9781439853634 cloth).

The Brain Supremacy: Notes from 
the Frontiers of Neuroscience. 
Kathleen Taylor. Oxford University 
Press, 2012. 256 pp., illus. $29.95 
(ISBN 9780199603374 cloth).

Climate Change and Threatened Com-
munities: Vulnerability, Capacity, 
and Action. Alfonso Peter Castro, 
Dan Taylor, and David W. Broken-
sha, eds. Practical Action Publishing, 
2012. 224 pp., illus. $19.95 (ISBN 
9781853397356 paper).

The Ethics of Species: An Introduc-
tion. Ronald L. Sandler. Cambridge 
University Press, 2012. 245 pp., 
 illus. $29.99 (ISBN 9781107658707 
paper).

Evolution and the Mechanisms of 
Decision Making. Peter Hammer-
stein and Jeffrey R. Stevens, eds. MIT 
Press, 2012. 488 pp., illus. $50.00 
(ISBN 9780262018081 cloth).

Flies: The Natural History and 
Diversity of Diptera. Stephen A. 
Marshall. Firefly Books, 2012. 616 pp., 
illus. $125.00 (ISBN 9781770851009 
cloth).

Ultraviolet and infrared spectral 
signatures that could be regarded 
as having a connection with biol-
ogy are present everywhere in the 
universe—in the solar system, in the 
most distant galaxies, up to distances 
exceeding 8 billion light years (Wick-
ramasinghe 2010). The amount of 
such organic material in our galaxy 
alone totals nearly one third of all the 
carbon in interstellar space. The pos-
sibility that all this organic material is 
the result of prebiotic chemical evolu-
tion is mere wishful thinking. When-
ever similar spectroscopic features are 
found on Earth (e.g., polycyclic aro-
matic hydrocarbon features), we attri-
bute them to degradation products of 
biology, yet we refrain from adopting 
this same logic on a cosmic scale—
the argument being that life outside 
Earth is an extraordinary claim for 
which extraordinary evidence is called 
for. On the contrary, Deamer’s con-
finement of life to Earth is an extra-
ordinary claim, particularly in view 
of the dynamic pathways available for 
interstellar and interplanetary trans-
fers and the survival properties of 
bacteria that have been identified and 
documented.
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University Press, 2012. 424 pp., 
 illus. $110.00 (ISBN 9781107015715 
cloth).

Science Communication: A Practical 
Guide for Scientists. Laura Bowater, 
Kay Yeoman, and Stephen Asworth. 
Wiley-Blackwell, 2013. 384 pp. $49.95 
(ISBN 9781119993124 paper).

Thinking Like a Mountain: An Eco-
logical Perspective on Earth. R. 
 Edward Grumbine. Island Press, 2012. 
75 pp. $2.99 (ISBN 9781610914208  
e-Book).

Urban Bird Ecology and Conserva-
tion. Christopher A. Lepczyk and 
Paige S. Warren, eds. University 
of California Press, 2012. 344 pp., 
 illus. $70.00 (ISBN 9780520273092 
cloth).

2012. 421 pp., illus. $139.00 (ISBN 
9781627030885 cloth).

Plant Mutation Breeding and Bio-
technology. Qing-Yao Shu, Brian P. 
Forster, and Heisuke Nakagawa, eds. 
Cabi, 2012. 616 pp., illus. $240.00 
(ISBN 9781780640853 cloth).

Protocols for Micropropagation of 
Selected Economically-Important 
Horticultural Plants. Maurizio 
Lambardi, Elif Aylin Ozudogru, 
and Shri Mohan Jain, eds.  Springer 
( Humana), 2012. 490 pp., illus. 
$159.00 (ISBN 9781627030731 
cloth).

Restoration and Reclamation of 
 Boreal Ecosystems: Attaining Sus-
tainable Development. Dale Vitt 
and Jagtar Bhatti, eds. Cambridge 

Human Dependence on Nature: 
How to Help Solve the Environ-
mental Crisis. Haydn Washing-
ton. Taylor and Francis (Routledge), 
2012. 184 pp., illus. $40.95 (ISBN 
9780415632584 paper).

In Search of the Good: A Life of 
Bioethics. Daniel Callahan. MIT 
Press, 2012. 232 pp., illus. $29.00 
(ISBN 9780262018487 cloth).

Organic Agriculture for Sustain-
able Livelihoods. Niels Halberg 
and Adrian Muller, eds. Taylor and 
Francis (Routledge), 2012. 296 pp., 
illus. $49.95 (ISBN 9781849712965 
paper).

Phytoplasma: Methods and Proto-
cols. Matt Dickinson and Jennifer 
Hodgetts, eds. Springer (Humana), 
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