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he originated the innovative concept of “debt-
for-nature swaps,” in which debtor nations 
struggling to meet their fi nancial obligations 
can reduce foreign debt in exchange for pay-
ments in support of in-country conservation 
activities. Since their inception by the World 
Wildlife Fund in 1989, debt-for-nature swaps 
have been implemented in numerous countries 
around the world, providing over $3 billion in 
funds for conservation and millions of hectares 
of habitat protection. Finally, Dr. Lovejoy took 
his conservation message to the general pub-
lic through lectures and addresses, testimony 
before Congressional subcommi� ees, and the 
creation of the television series Nature, the 
most popular long-term series on public televi-
sion in the United States.

In recognition of his pioneering work in con-
servation biology and tropical ecology, the AOU 

presents Thomas E. Lovejoy with the AOU 
Conservation Award for 2005.

Award criteria.—The AOU Conservation Award 
recognizes extraordinary scientifi c contributions 
to the conservation, restoration, or preservation 
of birds and their habitats by an individual 
or small team (usually fewer than 10 people). 
Contributions from throughout the world and 
over any time course are eligible. Appropriate 
activities include: (1) applied research, restora-
tion, and educational actions that conserve birds 
or preserve signifi cant bird habitats; (2) scientifi c 
examination of the principles of avian conserva-
tion and application of new insights into species 
restoration; and (3) scientifi c evaluation, guid-
ance, creation, and oversight of avian recovery 
programs or habitat reserve–restoration pro-
grams. The award consists of a framed certifi cate 
and an honorarium.
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The Marion Jenkinson AOU Service Award 
recognizes exceptional and outstanding ser-
vice to the American Ornithologists’ Union. 
Kimberly Smith served a distinguished fi ve-
year term as Editor of The Auk, from 2000 
to 2004. Kim introduced such innovations 
as “Perspectives in Ornithology,” “100 years 
ago in the American Ornithologists’ Union,” 
and Spanish and French abstracts. He dem-
onstrated an unswerving commitment to the 
ever-increasing quality of content, maintain-
ing The Auk as the highest-impact journal in 
organismal biology. However, beyond these 
contributions as Editor, the Jenkinson Award 
recognizes Kim for his eff orts and success in 
totally reforming the way AOU manages its 
publication enterprise. Publications constitute 
the Union’s greatest expense, by far, and are 
its principal contributions to the ornithological 
community. Upon taking over as editor, Kim 
encountered issues with printing and publica-
tion that had bedeviled a succession of editors 
and treasurers. He realized that the AOU and 

its authors were not receiving the benefi ts of 
modern publishing technologies. Under Kim’s 
leadership, the AOU brought its editorial and 
publishing functions “in house” by hiring an 
editorial staff  while contracting out printing 
and mailing. The results of these innovations 
included decreased cost per page, decreased 
average publication time, increased journal 
size, and increased quality control of the entire 
editorial and publication process. Kim then led 
the way in establishing systems that allowed 
electronic submission, review, editing, and 
revision of manuscripts, leading directly to 
a copy-edited manuscript ready for printing. 
Not only did AOU publishing go paperless, 
but the process put the author in direct con-
tact with the editorial staff  and allowed more 
authorial control over the manuscript process.

Once the AOU Publications Offi  ce was estab-
lished, it was soon apparent that it added signif-
icant resources for ornithology as a whole. The 
AOU Publications Offi  ce was able to support the 
re-invigoration of Ornithological Monographs, to 
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publish Studies in Avian Biology for the Cooper 
Ornithological Society, and to support establish-
ing a book series in ornithology in cooperation 
with the Nu� all Ornithological Club. Kim Smith 
took the AOU publication enterprise from the 
backwaters to the forefront of ornithological 
publishing, and thus did an outstanding service 
not only for the AOU, but also for ornithology 
as a whole. We recognize his innovation, perse-
verance, and success with the Marion Jenkinson 
AOU Service Award for 2005.

Award criteria.—The Marion Jenkinson AOU 
Service Award was created by the Council in 
1996 in honor of Marion Jenkinson Mengel, who 
served the AOU as Treasurer and in other capaci-
ties for many years. It is awarded to an individual 
who has performed continued extensive service 
to the AOU, including holding elected offi  ces 
but emphasizing volunteered contributions and 
commi� ee participation. Recipients are selected 
by the AOU Executive Commi� ee. The award 
consists of a framed certifi cate.

Kimberly G. Smith with his daughter, Mallory, while conducting black bear research in the 
Arkansas Ozarks, February 2005.
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