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BOOK REVIEW

Cercetari Marine—Recherches Marines No. 40/2010 (40
Years of Marine Research). edited by Alexandru S. Bologa,
(ed.). Published by National Institute for Marine Research
“Grigore Antipa,” Constanta, Romania (National Institute for
Research and Development “Grigore Antipa”) 2011. ISSN:
0250-3069. Free on an exchange basis. No purchase price
shown, 243p. No index. Illustrated, partially in colour.

The volume is best described as a “Festschrift” on the
occasion of the 40th anniversary of the Romanian marine
station. It includes congratulatory messages from a large
number of sister institutions in various languages, but all
accompanied by a translation in English. Some of these
messages have a scientific or historical value(s), as they
describe multinational programs carried out even during the
Ceaucescu dictatorship, and include sometimes detailed refer-
ence lists (p. 193). These pages constitute a valuable contribu-
tion to the history of the marine sciences.

The volume includes a brief but comprehensive biography and
a selected bibliography of Grigore Antipa, whom many consider
as the “father” of Romanian oceanography (pp. 183-188).
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The first 182 pages introduce, in English and in Romanian,
the various aspects of Romanian endeavours in oceanography
and provide a brief look into the activities of the different
institutions, laboratories, and marine stations of Romania
through the 100 years that the discipline developed on the
shores of the Black Sea. Numerous graphs, diagrams, maps,
histogrammes, and tables are illustrative of these efforts.

Chapters on marine ecology, Doppler effect and physical
oceanography, environmental considerations, and ongoing and
planned projects are discussed in detail, and space is devoted to
the challenges and opportunities existing in the management
of living marine resources.

A detailed table of contents and an index would have made
this attractive book an easier-to-consult reference tool.

Roger H. Charlier

Free University of Brussels
Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB)
Brussels, Belgium
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