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Spring Spotlight on Books

the names trout and salmon, applying 
his knack for digging out the interest-
ing story within the overall history 
while still providing adequate cover-
age of the science.

Perhaps the greatest contribution 
that An Entirely Synthetic Fish offers its 
readers is in the informative and enter-
taining example of the rainbow trout 
itself. For those interested in the inter-
play of science and politics, particu-
larly as they relate to natural resources 
and ecosystem management, this fish 
serves as the focal point along the 
arched trajectory from idea through 
experiment and proliferation to real-
ization and restoration, since readers 
will witness the transition from the 
early stages of rainbow trout aquacul-
ture to examples of active eradication.

JEFFERY YOUNG
Jeffery Young (jyoung@davidsuzuki.
org) is an aquatic biologist with the 

David Suzuki Foundation in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada.
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Relatives and Landraces. Nigel 
Maxted, M. Ehsan Dulloo, Brian V. 
Ford-Lloyd, L. Frese, and José María 
Iriondo, eds. CABI, 2011. 392 pp., illus. 
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Arthropod Brains: Evolution, Functio    -
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nificance. Nicholas James Strausfeld. 
Harvard University Press, 2012. 
848 pp., illus. $65.00 (ISBN 
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(ISBN 9780262016421 cloth).
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Academic Writing. Sören Johnson. 

cultivation along with a sporting fight. 
Then came the airdrops of thousands 
of shimmering juveniles into alpine 
lakes in order to support the panacea 
of recreational fishing. Rainbow trout 
was established as the artificial fresh-
water fish of choice.

Although it is clear that the popu-
larity of rainbow trout (and its artifi-
cial propagation) spread around the 
globe as the species was introduced, An 
Entirely Synthetic Fish focuses heav-
ily on just the American story. Short 
anecdotes are provided regarding 
Western Europe, but the widespread 
appearance of the species as a recre-
ational target, to the extent of global 
dominance, does not receive the cov-
erage in the book that it could. Special 
attention is paid, instead, to those states 
that initiated—and to those individu-
als who developed—the practice and 
to those who are now most affected 
by the consequences of the artificial 
introduction. An interesting account is 
given of the successful efforts to come 
full circle and remove introduced 
rainbow trout from alpine lakes in 
the Sierra Nevada mountains.

Throughout the book, Halverson 
reveals his personal interest in angling, 
but he does not hesitate to point out 
the apparent conflict of interest that 
can develop between a government 
agency and the fishery it manages. 
He states that “there is little question 
where self-interest lies if an agency’s 
budget and the employee[s’] paychecks 
depend on the number of people who 
go fishing.” We also glimpse Halver-
son’s conservation ethic as he describes 
the return of a functional ecosystem, 
such as the proliferation of the native 
mountain yellow-legged frog on the 
fringes of a trout-free Sierra Nevada 
lake after the successful eradication of 
the introduced rainbows.

The ecological impacts of rain-
bow trout propagation and its con-
sequences of artificial enhancement 
and invasive species are thoroughly 
covered, from competitive interac-
tions and genetic effects to patho-
gen threats exacerbated by climate 
change. Halverson even includes an 
efficient retelling of the confusion of doi:10.1525/bio.2012.62.3.17
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