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The American Ornithologists’ Union

Instructions to Contributors
The Auk publishes original reports on the biology of birds. Appropriate topics include documentation, 

analysis, and interpretation of laboratory and fi eld studies, theoretical or methodological developments, 
and reviews of information or ideas. Authors are encouraged to write papers from the perspective of 
general concepts and theories, and to consider the relevance of their fi ndings to taxa in addition to birds. The 
Auk publishes a color cover with each issue; authors are encouraged to submit suitable color illustrations. 
Contributions are welcomed throughout the world but must be written in English. Submissions must be made 
electronically online through Rapid Review at www.rapidreview.com. Suitable electronic text fi le formats 
include MS Word, WordPerfect, RTF, PDF, PostScript or PDF from TeX or LaTeX. Suitable graphic formats 
include TIFF, EPS, PostScript, PDF, and PowerPoint. Mixed text and graphics are acceptable in PostScript, PDF, 
and MS Word or WordPerfect with embedded graphics formats. For more detailed instructions please visit 
http://www.aou.org/aou/checklist.html. Paying close attention to detail will help expedite the processing 
of your manuscript. For assistance with the Rapid Review system, please contact the Editorial Offi ce. 
Individuals with limited or no access to electronic submission should contact the Editor directly.
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