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KAYAK ISLAND, ALASKA

Oblique aerial view of the southern end of Kayak Island, Alaska, a narrow, 32-kilometer-long bedrock island that trends offshore in a southwesterly direction.

This is one of the most striking geomorphic features on the classic leading edge rocky coast of southern Alaska. Structurally, this island is located in the Kayak

Island zone, a southwest trending structural unit that occurs beyond the western margin of the Yakutat terrane, running parallel to the major thrust fault along

the border of the Aleutian trench (Winkler, et al. 1992).

Probably the most striking geological feature on Kayak Island is the prominent knob at the southwest end of the island (clearly visible in this photograph) that

consists of very pale gray dacite plug complex that forms the landmarks of Cape Saint Elias and Pinnacle Rock at the seaward end of the Island (Plafker, 1974).

The dacite is very dense and hard, nd is conspicuously jointed. It has a microgranitic and porphyritic texture, and consists of about 35 percent plagioclase, 35

percent quartz, 25 percent orthoclase, and 5 percent relict brown hornblende and biotite. It has sharp, nearly vertical contacts with adjacent dark-gray

argillaceous rocks of the Yakataga and upper Poul Creek Formations that have been hornfelsed for at least 100 m around the intrusion. This dacite plug intrudes

the upper part of the Yakataga Formation and must be at least as young as Miocene, more likely Pliocene, because it has been emplaced after the enclosing strata

were deformed (Winkler and Plafker 1981).

This photograph, taken in the summer of 1970 by Miles O. Hayes, was one of the featured images in the tone poem, Suzanne’s Lament.
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  The Coastal Education and Research Foundation [CERF] is 
a nonprofit society dedicated to the advancement of the coastal  
sciences. The Foundation is devoted to the multi-disciplinary 
study of the complex problems of the coastal zone. The purpose 
of CERF is to help translate and interpret coastal issues for the 
public and to assist professional research and public information 
programs. The Foundation specifically supports and encourages 
field and laboratory studies on a local, national, and international 
basis. Through the medium of scientific publications, television, 
and radio CERF brings accurate information to the public and 
coastal specialists on all aspects of coastal issues in an effort to 
maintain or improve the quality of shoreline resources.

  Because CERF is concerned with broad environmental issues, 
our efforts concentrate on significant problems such as mainte
nance of good quality (potable) water with adequate supply, and 
hazards associated with potential beach erosion, flooding, and 
susceptibility of developed shorelines to storm surge and wave at-
tack. By focusing attention on these potential man-made and nat-
ural hazards, it is hoped that our research efforts will help others 
improve the quality of life in diverse  coastal areas. CERF thus 
aims to stimulate awareness of coastal (marine and freshwater 
shorelines) land and water problems; initiate and foster research 
and innovation to promote long-term coastal productivity; estab-
lish an educational forum for the debate of contentious coastal is-
sues; and develop new principles and approaches for enlightened 
coastal management, and encourage their adoption and use.
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CERF Foundation Meetings
International Coastal Symposiums (ICS)

  The International Coastal Symposium (ICS) was originally set 
up by Per Bruun (deceased) and Charlie Finkl as the official meet-
ing of the Coastal Education & Research Foundation (CERF), with 
the first meeting being held in Hilton Head, South Carolina, in 
1993. After the repeated success of these meetings, CERF moved 
the ICS to the international scene holding these conferences in 
conjunction with local sponsors in Australia, Brazil, Iceland, New 
Zealand, Northern Ireland, Poland and Portugal. The ICS brings 
together delegates from all over the world to collaborate and 
discuss the most current coastal research studies and projects. 
The ICS 2014, which is scheduled to be held from April 13–17 in  
Durban, South Africa, will be a grand celebration of CERF and the 
JCR, marking the 30th Anniversary for both. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.cerf-jcr.org.
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public and to assist professional research and public information 
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basis. Through the medium of scientific publications, television, 
and radio CERF brings accurate information to the public and 
coastal specialists on all aspects of coastal issues in an effort to 
maintain or improve the quality of shoreline resources.

  Because CERF is concerned with broad environmental issues, 
our efforts concentrate on significant problems such as mainte
nance of good quality (potable) water with adequate supply, and 
hazards associated with potential beach erosion, flooding, and 
susceptibility of developed shorelines to storm surge and wave at-
tack. By focusing attention on these potential man-made and nat-
ural hazards, it is hoped that our research efforts will help others 
improve the quality of life in diverse  coastal areas. CERF thus 
aims to stimulate awareness of coastal (marine and freshwater 
shorelines) land and water problems; initiate and foster research 
and innovation to promote long-term coastal productivity; estab-
lish an educational forum for the debate of contentious coastal is-
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ing of the Coastal Education & Research Foundation (CERF), with 
the first meeting being held in Hilton Head, South Carolina, in 
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JCR, marking the 30th Anniversary for both. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.cerf-jcr.org.
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