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Platylophus galericulatus (Cuvier, 1816) is a lowland forest bird found in southern 
Thailand, Peninsular Malaysia, Borneo, Sumatra and Java. Its taxonomic placement has long 
puzzled systematists (e.g. Amadon 1944, Goodwin 1976). Comparisons of feather tracts 
and osteology led some to believe that it does not belong to the crows (Clench 1985, Hope 
1989). Nevertheless, from the 1940s until recently Platylophus galericulatus was universally 
classified as a crow (Wolters 1977, Sibley & Monroe 1990, Clements 2007, Dickinson & 
Christidis 2014, Gill et al. 2021).

Recent molecular phylogenetic studies of Corvides have shown that Platylophus 
galericulatus is neither a true shrike (Laniidae) nor a corvid (Corvidae), and placed the species 
as the sister of the true shrikes (Jønsson et al. 2008, Aggerbeck et al. 2014, Oliveros et al. 2019); 
in a polytomy with two major clades that include Corvidae, Laniidae and several other 
groups (Jønsson et al. 2011); sister to Eurocephalus outside Laniidae and Corvidae (Jønsson 
et al. 2016, Fuchs et al. 2019); or sister to the birds-of-paradise (Paradisaeidae; Stervander et 
al. 2020). In rank-based taxonomy, it seems best to place Platylophus galericulatus in its own 
family.

Winkler et al. (2015), Oliveros et al. (2019), Irham & Kurniawan (2020) and Stervander 
et al. (2020) used the name Platylophidae, but this is a nomen nudum because no such name 
has been validly introduced. The ‘Platylophidae’ account in Winkler et al. (2015) listed 
P.  galericulatus as its sole species and provided a description that might be construed as 
a diagnosis. However, these authors did not explicitly indicate the name as intentionally 
new, and it does not meet ICZN (1999) Art. 16.1. Oliveros et al. (2019), Irham & Kurniawan 
(2020) and Stervander et al. (2020) merely used the name ‘Platylophidae’ and did not make 
the name available.

The name Lophocittidae was listed by Bock (1994) as a family-group name based 
on Lophocitteae Kaup, 1855. The latter name is derived from the genus Lophocitta G. R. 
Gray, 1841, which is a junior synonym of Platylophus Swainson, 1832. However, Kaup’s 
Lophocitteae and four other new family-group names attributed to Kaup (1855) by Bock 
(1994) were proposed as ‘Hauptgenera’ (i.e. Cisseae, Cyanocitteae, Cyanocoraceae, Keropieae). 
Kaup used his ‘Hauptgenera’ as divisions of a subfamily1. Consequently, Lophocitteae is a 
genus-group name rather than a family-group name.

Because no family-group name for P. galericulatus is available, we propose:

Platylophidae new family

Type genus: Platylophus Swainson, 1832
Diagnosis: Differs from Corvidae, Laniidae and Eurocephalus by a combination of (i) 

vestigial nasal bristles, (ii) long upstanding crest, (iii) white crescent on the sides of the neck, 

1  Kaup’s philosophical approach to classification and the number five also supported the English Quinarian 
theory of classification, promoted by several ornithologists in the first half of the 19th century, but the 
methodology proved unpopular and Kaup was one of its last adherents (Bruce 2003: 24–25).
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(iv) buff spots at the tips of the feathers of the underparts and wing-coverts in juveniles, and 
(v) only six feather tracts and 50 feathers on the back (vs. 8–13 feather tracts and 114–198 
feathers in Corvidae, 8–10 feather tracts and 126–129 feathers in Laniidae; Clench 1985).

Remarks: Platylophus galericulatus has been called ‘Crested Jay’ (e.g. Sibley & Monroe 
1990, Madge & Burn 1994, Clements 2007, Dickinson & Christidis 2014), ‘Crested Shrikejay’ 
(Winkler et al. 2015) and ‘Jay Shrike’ (Eaton et al. 2016). The evidence of its phylogenetic 
relationships argues against the names Crested Jay and Jay Shrike because it is neither a 
jay nor a shrike. We believe the English name Crested Shrikejay is appropriate because it 
captures both the most pronounced morphological feature of the species and the ambiguity 
of its phylogenetic position (compare ‘Cuckooshrike’ for some members of Campephagidae).

Acknowledgements
We are very grateful to Don Roberson for his help with literature; also Norbert Bahr, Neal Evenhuis and 
Laurent Raty for discussion of the interpretation of Kaup’s Lophocitteae.

References:
Aggerbeck, M., Fjeldså J., Christidis L., Fabre P.-H. & Jønsson K. A. 2014. Resolving deep lineage divergences 

in core corvoid passerine birds supports a proto-Papuan island origin. Mol. Phylo. & Evol. 70: 272–285.
Amadon, D. 1944. The genera of Corvidae and their relationships. Amer. Mus. Novit. 1251: 1–21.
Bock, W. J. 1994. History and nomenclature of avian family-group names. Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. 222: 

1–281.
Bruce, M. D. 2003. Foreword: A brief history of classifying birds. Pp. 11–43 in del Hoyo, J., Elliott, A. & 

Christie, D. A. (eds.) Handbook of the birds of the world, vol. 8. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona. 
Clench, M. H. 1985. Body pterylosis of Atrichornis, Menura, the ‘corvid assemblage’ and other possibly related 

passerines (Aves: Passeriformes). Rec. Austral. Mus. 37: 115–142.
Dickinson, E. C. & Christidis, L. (eds.) 2014. The Howard and Moore complete checklist of the birds of the world, 

vol. 2 Fourth edn. Aves Press, Eastbourne.
Eaton, J. A., van Balen, B., Brickle, N. W. & Rheindt, F. E. 2016. Birds of the Indonesian archipelago: Greater 

Sundas and Wallacea. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona.
Fuchs, J., Alström, P., Yosef, R. & Olsson, U. 2019. Miocene diversification of an open‐habitat predatorial 

passerine radiation, the shrikes (Aves: Passeriformes: Laniidae). Zool. Scripta 48: 571–588.
Gill, F., Donsker. D. & Rasmussen, P. (eds.) 2021. IOC world bird list v11.1. https://www.worldbirdnames.

org/new/ioc-lists/master-list-2/ (accessed 27 May 2021).
Goodwin, D. 1976. Crows of the world. Brit. Mus. (Nat. Hist.), London.
Hope, S. 1989. Phylogeny of the avian family Corvidae. Ph.D. thesis. City Univ. New York, NY. 
International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN). 1999. International code of zoological 

nomenclature. Fourth edn. International Trust for Zoological Nomenclature, London.
Irham, Y. M. & Kurniawan, P. T. 2020. Monitoring of songbird trades in Jambi, Indonesia. IOP Conf. Ser.: Earth 

Environ. Sci. 690: 012035. doi:10.1088/1755-1315/690/1/012035.
Jønsson, K. A., Irestedt, M., Fuchs, J., Ericson, P. G. P., Christidis, L., Bowie, R. C. K., Norman, J. A., Pasquet, 

E. & Fjeldså, J. 2008. Explosive avian radiations and multi-directional dispersal across Wallacea: 
evidence from the Campephagidae and other Crown Corvida (Aves). Mol. Phylo. & Evol. 47: 221–236.

Jønsson, K. A., Fabre, P.-H., Ricklefs, R. E. & Fjeldså, J. 2011. Major global radiation of corvoid birds 
originated in the proto-Papuan archipelago. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 108: 2328–2333.

Jønsson, K. A., Fabre, P.-H., Kennedy, J. D., Holt, B. G., Borregaard, M. K., Rahbek, C. & Fjeldså, J. 2016. A 
supermatrix phylogeny of corvoid passerine birds (Aves: Corvides). Mol. Phylo. & Evol. 94: 87–94.

Kaup, J. J. 1855. Einige Worte über die systematische Stellung der Familie der Raben, Corvidae. J. Orn. 2 
(Suppl. 3): 47–61.

Madge, S. & Burn, H. 1994. Crows and jays: a guide to the crows, jays and magpies of the world. Christopher Helm, 
London.

Oliveros, C. H., Field, D. J., Ksepka, D. T., Barker, F. K., Aleixo, A., Andersen, M. J., Alström, P., Benz, B. 
W., Braun, E. L., Braun, M. J., Bravo, G. A., Brumfield, R. T., Chesser, R. T., Claramunt, S., Cracraft, J., 
Cuervo, A. M., Derryberry, E. P., Glenn, T. C., Harvey, M. G., Hosner, P. A., Joseph, L., Kimball, R. T., 
Mack, A. L., Miskelly, C. M., Peterson, A. T., Robbins, M. B., Sheldon, F. H., Silveira, L. F., Smith, B. T., 
White, N. D., Moyle, R. G. & Faircloth, B. C. 2019. Earth history and the passerine superradiation. Proc. 
Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 116: 7916–7925.

Sibley, C. G. & Monroe, B. L. 1990. Distribution and taxonomy of birds of the world. Yale Univ. Press, New Haven, 
CT.

Downloaded From: https://complete.bioone.org/journals/Bulletin-of-the-British-Ornithologists’-Club on 07 Jul 2025
Terms of Use: https://complete.bioone.org/terms-of-use

https://www.worldbirdnames.org/new/ioc-lists/master-list-2/
https://www.worldbirdnames.org/new/ioc-lists/master-list-2/


Jimmy Gaudin et al. 368      Bull. B.O.C. 2021 141(3)  

© 2021 The Authors; This is an open‐access article distributed under the terms of the 
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial Licence, which permits unrestricted use,  
distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source are credited. 

ISSN-2513-9894 
(Online)

Stervander, M., Fjeldså, J., Christidis, L., Ericson, P. G. P., Ohlson, J. I. & Alström, P. 2020. An updated 
chronology of passerine birds. Pp. 387–396 in Fjeldså, J., Christidis, L. & Ericson, P. G. P. (eds.) The largest 
avian radiation. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona.

Winkler, D. W., Billerman, S. M. & Lovette, I. J. 2015. Bird families of the world. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona.
Wolters, H. E. 1977. Die Vogelarten der Erde. Lief. III. Paul Parey, Hamburg.

Addresses: Jimmy Gaudin, 34, avenue Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, 17 000 La Rochelle, France, e-mail: jimmy.
gdn.lr.taxo@gmail.com. George Sangster, Naturalis Biodiversity Center, Darwinweg 2, PO Box 9517, 
2300 RA Leiden, the Netherlands, e-mail: g.sangster@planet.nl. Murray D. Bruce, P.O. Box 180, 
Turramurra, NSW 2074, Australia, e-mail: m.d.bruce@hotmail.com

Downloaded From: https://complete.bioone.org/journals/Bulletin-of-the-British-Ornithologists’-Club on 07 Jul 2025
Terms of Use: https://complete.bioone.org/terms-of-use

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:m.d.bruce@hotmail.com

