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Notices

7th Conference of the European Ornithologists' Union 2009
(21–26 August 2009, Zurich, Switzerland)

The European Ornithologists’ Union has been founded as an equal partnership among avian biologists
across Europe to provide an international forum for the advancement of European ornithology in all its
aspects. The bi-annual conferences provide ideal platforms to get in contact, exchange ideas and dissemi-
nate knowledge. The council of the EOU and the local organisers invite you cordially to join the 7th EOU
conference to be held at the University of Zurich from 21–26 August 2009.

The conference aims at bringing together the full range of researchers in ecology, behaviour, evolu-
tion, physiology, morphology, systematics and conservation biology of birds to exchange ideas and to
think about future research projects. 

Information on the conference location, accommodation, deadlines, registration fees, are available at
http://www.eou2009.ch/. Information on the Scientific Programme Committee, the general scientific
programme, plenary talks and the submission of symposia and papers are provided at
http://www.ucc.ie/en/eou2009/.

25th International Ornithological Congress 2010
(22–28 August 2010, Campos do Jordão, Brazil)

The 25th International Ornithological Congress will be held in Campos do Jordão, Brazil, 22–28 August
2010. For details visit http://www.i-o-c.org or http://www.ib.usp.br/25ioc. 

Similar to the last IOC meeting, symposia will include two keynote addresses that summarize the
global progress of ornithological science in the field over the last four years and address priorities for
future research. Other speakers will be chosen by the conveners, with guidance from the SPC, and will
include persons who have submitted abstracts identifying the particular symposium they would like to
join. This is intended to increase global participation and allow new researchers to contribute to sym-
posia. The call for contributed papers (which will come in early 2009) will include a box that contribu-
tors can check if they wish to be considered for specific symposia. 
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All publications in Ardea from 1912 available

The NOV (the Netherlands Ornithologists’ Society), in 1953
to become the NOU, was founded in 1901. From 1904
onwards the society produced “Verslagen en Mededeelingen”
(meeting reports and notices) and “Jaarboekjes” (annual
reports), followed in 1912 by the journal Ardea. All articles,
notes, reviews and meeting reports that have been published
in these journals – well over 4000 – are now available as pdf
through internet. 

The oldest publications cover a wide variety of ornitho-
logical studies and observations. For example, papers
describing the distribution and population size of species as
Black Grouse, Grey Heron, Rook, and White Stork have
maintained their ornithological value to date. Meetings and

daytrips to different parts of the country were often treated very extensively in reports – luckily to us, as
they describe the atmosphere of a time that has gone forever. The earlier publications were written in
Dutch, and G.J. van Oordt was the first with his “Ornithological notes from Spitsbergen and Northern
Scandinavia, 1921” to publish in English (Ardea 1921). Later ornithologists as G.F. Makkink, J. Verwey,
and L. and N. Tinbergen who were seeking a wide readership followed and published their Ardea papers
in English. Thus they gave the journal the first push towards the international journal which Ardea would
become several decades later. It was not until the 1970s that Ardea became all-English – though reviews
were written in Dutch for much longer. 

The digitising project has been possible by those who made their books available (Jan Allex de Roos,
Jo Rampen, Dick Hoek, Ekko Smith) and by extensive volunteer help (Maarten Loonen, Jouke Prop, Dick
Veenendaal, Kees Camphuysen, Rob Bijlsma). The project was financed thanks to a generous gift from
Prins Bernard Cultuurfonds. 

For the purpose of digitising, all volumes have been scanned and each paper has been converted into
a separate pdf which can be downloaded. Finding the papers you are looking for, or browsing the jour-
nals is extremely simple. Visit the website of Ardea (www.ardeajournal.nl) and click on Search. Then
depending on the search of interest, click on Year, Volume, Author, or Keyword. Access to publications less
than five years old is privileged to members of the NOU and subscribers to Ardea. For any comments and
suggestions concerning the project contact webmaster Maarten Loonen or the Ardea office. 

Enjoy reading!  
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