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This j)aj)el’ i’epoi’ts the 11111 ural

O(’dll i’t’ei lee of Lej)I OSj)2?’U. �7’iJ)j)O-

t!Ji)1105(1 iii a Western Harvest
Mouse (R ill, i’odrni loin ys ill efJalo-

tis) an(1 a lleW host-serotype rela-

tionship in the Enited States ( per-

sonal communication, M. M. Gal-

tOll, 1965). The tllOUSt was tm’al)ped

dut’imig wildlife studies in Linn

(‘oumity, Iowa foliowiiig a 1964

out break of human 1eptosp 1 rosis

ullpubbished data, Institute of

Agricultural Me(iieine).

Iii the continental United States

I.. qi’ippot ypli osa has been isolated

1141111 i’lld(’OOllS (Pi’oc,jon lotoi’)

Mekeever, (1 al., 1958 ; Galton,

ci Ill., 1959 Gorman, McKeever,

and Grimes, 1962), opos.sums
I)idelpliis 11l(l?’SllJ)i(lliS) (Roth,

1964), gray fox ( Urocyoui CillC?’C-

oa�’qenIsus) alld i’e(l f’ox ( Vulpes

fuhia) (Galton, (t al., 19)9),
s� i’ili(’(h skunks (Mepli itis macp/i itis)

om’maii, MeKe-ever, and Gt’imes,

1962 ; Roth, et �il., 1963), and i’rom

voles (Jlicrotus penn.sylL’anzcus)

amid a stream in Pennsylvania

(‘bai-k, et al., 1962). Recently, L.
qrij)/)ot/JJ)1i OS(l Ilas l)eell 1S( 1111te(l

I 1( )fli a (‘(1W iii Ill imiois (I lamison,

Elbingiiausemi, and Mam’iowe, 1964).

According to Badudieri (1958),

in the river valleys of (‘entral and

East em’mi Europe I lie common vole

(J1icrotus art’alis) is a common
(‘arrier of L. grippotyphosa. In

Europe and israel other rodents

have been found to i� carriers of

this serotylx.

Tile adult harvest mouse was

found dead in a box mouSe trap

near a farm stream on October 7,

1964. Blood and urine were not

available for laboratory studies.

No gross lesions were visible at

necropsy. The kidneys were re-

moved aseptically and placed in a

sterilized 1)eti’i dish. One kidney

u-as ground iii a mortar with a

iwstle and diluted to a 10% sus-

Pension with Stuart’s liquid mcd-
1111)1 comitaimung 11% rabbit set’urn.

The suspension was examined by

da rkfield microscopy for lepti )-

Spites; iione w-eI’e Ol)Sel’Ved. I”our

additional 10 fold dilutions were

l)1’ePared using methods deScl’il)ed
by Galton, ct al. (1962), timid 2-3

di’ops from each dilution were in-

o(’uilllted into 2 tubes of Fletcher’s

semisolid medium (I)ifco) d( In-

tahiing 11% rabbit serum (Gal-

toll, et al., 1962). Two tubes each

(‘onta ilu imig 5 11)1. of bovine-album in

Tween 80 semisolid medium (El-

hinghausen a U d McCullough,

l9651i) were also inoculated. All

cultures were incubated at 28-30#{176}C

an(h examined �wniodically for lep-
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tospires by darkfield microscopy

for a. period of 60 days. One tube

of Fletcher’s semisolid medium

which had been inoculated with 1

100,000 kidney suspension coi-

tamed leptospires on the 27th day.

Contamination was not a problem.

Subcultures of tile isolate were

propagated witit difficulty in Flet-

cher ‘s semisolid and albumin

Tweemi 80 semisolid media, Sub-

cultures were also propagated in
Stuart’s liquid medium for use

in t lie microscopic agglutination

lysis test. Tile subsequent antigen

was standai’dized to a riephelo-

meter scale reading of 25-30 (El-

liughausen a n d McCullough,

1965a). Tile following 14 rabbit

antisera u-crc tested against the

isolate : L. ba/mm, L. canicola., L.

icteroli aemorrhagiae, L. b ata via e,

L. grippotypliosa, ii. pyroqenes, ii.

(lutumnalis, Ii. pomona, L. .s-cjroe,

L. (lust ralis, ii. hyos, L. mini

georgia, 1�. bifiexa, and L.

k;’emmtastos. Tile isolate i-eacted only

against L. grippotypli osa anti-

serum. A subculture was sent to

he C( )mmunicable I )isease Ccii-

ten, National Leptospirosis Refer-

(‘ride Laboratory, \etei’inary Pub-

lie Health Sect ion, Atlanta,

Georgia for definitive identifica-

tion. The isolate has been identi-

fied as Leptosp iP(l g P iJ)/)O typli os:i

(l)ersonal commuiiicat.i on, M. ii\l.
Galtoii, 1965).
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Preliminary Study of an Infectious Hepatitis
in Pheasants. M. N. Rosen, B. F. Hunter,
and 0. A. Brunetti. Avian Diseases, 9:382-
393 (1965).

Authoi-s’ surnniai-y: A highly infec-
tious pheasamit disease, pi-eviously Un-
1-epol-te(l, occuis-ed in Califos-nia dur-
ing 1963 and 1964. The mom’tality
tanged f torn 40 to 95% in pheasant
chicks between five amid ten days of
age. The salient pathological featus-es
\vem-e a hypei-tm’ophied lives- with con-
gestion and focal necrosis; catai-t’hal
entet-itis in many and post-moi-tern
oculat- opacity in a few chicks. An in-
clusion-like body was obsem-ved in the
hepatic pa t-enchynial cells. Attempts
to induce pathology ill embi-yos and
tissue cultures ‘with filtmates of lives-
suspension failed. Duckhings, tut-key
poults, chicken chicks, chukar past-
ridges and new bot-n Swiss mice wet-c
t-efi-actom-y to infestion, but pheasants
unifom-rnly succumbed to injection of
filtmates as well as to dit’ect contact.
The chukar pat’tm-idge was inct’imin-
ated as a cat’miet of the disease. Anti-
biotics, suit’onamides, and attefllptS to
induce immunity with set-a fi’om con-
tact buds as a means of contm’olling
the disease gave negative results.
There at-c indications that this is a
specific vu-al hepatitis of pheasants.

Epizootiologic Studies on Filarioids of the
Raccoon. C. M. Herman and D. 1. ‘Price.
Jour. Wildlife Management. 29: 694-698
(1965).

Filat-ioid ivot-miis (I) imofilamia jul in it is,
1). tIll if iS, I) ipetUlOfl(’ln (I 7)PoC)/OfliS and
D. illeu-ellyni) wet’e discovered in rac-
coons (I’rocuon lotom-) in Maryland
I)ata omi incidence of 1). lleuellyni wei’e
analyzed on basis of host distribution
w-ithin these at-eas to indicate type of
habitat in which one might seek the
vectot-. It was concluded that expo-
sut-e takes place in the spi’ing of the
year. The arthm-opod found associated
most often with the raccoon in spring
was IJ-od(’S terunus. Uarvae of this
tick which wet-c fed on infected rac-
COOflS piesented no evidence of devel-
opment of the mict-ofilat’iae. Feeding
expem-iments wes’e also conducted with
mosquitoes . . . Although mict’ofilariae
remained alive and active in the gut
contents of all mosquitoes for 2 days,
Omlly in Aedes aegypti did they enter
the hemocele, but no developmental
changes wem’e noted and all micro-
fiham’iae were dead by the eighth day

It appeal-ed unlikely that expo-
sure of tile m’accoons took place in the
den or that the filarioids were trans-
mitted by an ectoparasite commonly
found in raccoon dens . .
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